
	

 
           

 
                    April is Here!  
April may bring showers, but this is the month that 
finally seems to be when Spring arrives, at least some 
of the time.   The days are longer, the temperatures 
warmer, and it’s time to start some early planting! 
This is especially true if you have a greenhouse to 
start your seeds.  There are many to choose from, but 
here are a few that are popular when starting from 
seed:  Tomatoes, Zucchini, Cucumber, Sunflowers, 
Lettuce, Spinach, Swiss Chard, Peas, Beans…we all 
have our favorites.  To get an early start, I usually 
prefer to buy small vegetable plants at the local 
garden centre, only because I tend to be impatient. 
Then once they are well on their way, I plant seeds 
for a second crop.  When choosing multiple varieties 
of vegetable plants, be sure to stagger the maturity 
dates if possible, to enjoy your harvest over a longer 
period of time.  By using compost in my garden, 
there are always numerous surprises that ‘spring’ up, 
mostly lettuce and tomatoes.  These rogue surprises 
tend to be the hardiest of all, and are most welcome. 
I’m sure the local birds are also responsible for some 
of my surprises as well!  Happy Planting! 

                                  

       Ground Covers…Or Lawns? 
 
For many Metro Vancouver homeowners, having the 
perfect lawn can be a challenge for a number of 
reasons.  The Chafer beetle has wrecked havoc over 
the years, and is still a presence and still causing 
frustration for many gardeners.  Lawn maintenance 
can also be very time consuming, especially over the 
summer months, - with regular mowing, fertilizing 
and watering.  Ground covers can be an ideal 
solution, providing a low-maintenance remedy.  Over 
the last few years, we’ve seen many homes make the 
switch to showcase ground covers and natural 
plantings.  Not only the answer to numerous lawn 
problems, ground covers can prevent erosion on 
slopes while cutting back on watering and chemicals, 
encouraging wildlife and making the space eco-
friendly. 
If you are thinking of converting your lawn, it is a big 
decision and one that needs to be planned out 
carefully.  One suggestion is to start with a small 
space and see how that evolves.  A small area may be 
enough of a change and allow more time to focus on 
other areas. In my yard, a narrow upper section close 
to the street, was my project one year.  Heavily 
shaded, this section of grass was pitiful and difficult 
to mow.  Out came the grass, in went the shrubs and 
various ground covers, and a few large pavers were 
randomly placed to allow access into the area.  
Problem solved!  Over the years some ground covers 
have proved invasive, - trying to take over the space, 
while others thrived and were a perfect fit.  But what 
gardener hasn’t made changes?  This year, I am 
already planning to make some changes and see what 
else the space can do for me.  I now know this space 
very well, - at least I think I do!  Needs to be 
considered carefully, are the sun and shade for the 
space, what ground covers could be invasive, how 
tall and wide a shrub will spread, and what colors are 
your focus.  My space is well shaded and this is 
something I can’t change, although I have certainly 
tried planting a few things that need more sun…and 
these plantings were not sucessful.  A few of my 
shrubs love the space and are larger than expected, 
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1.Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 pm.   
 
2. Adoption of February 1, 2017 Meeting  
Motion to adopt the minutes was made by Cheryl 
Fiddis; seconded by Faye Kilpatrick.  All were in 
favor.  Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on the 
BRAGS’ website and are updated by David Forsyth. 
 
3. Treasurer’s Report   
Susan Brandl provided the following financial report 
for February 1 – 28, 2017:  
Total revenue = $204.70; expenses = $202.00; 
revenue over expenses = ($2.70).  Bank balance as of  
February 28  = $ 7,435.91.  Motion to accept the 
above report was made by Susan; Cheryl Fiddis 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
4. Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival & Plant Sale (Sunday, May 7) – 
Verna Adamson 
The City is looking for someone to build birdhouses 
for one of the children’s activities.  They will be paid.  
The itinerary/schedule will remain unchanged from 
last year.  For table setup there will be green 
tablecloths instead of pink!  Bev Glover has found two 
speakers so the City has agreed to pay the combined 
fee of $325.00.  Verna circulated a volunteer sign up 
sheet and reminded us that set up on Saturday, May 6 
is 9:30 a.m. and on Sunday hours of operation are 
10:00 to 3:00. 
b)  Welcome/Attendance – Anne Forsyth 
Anne reported that there were 21 members and 5 
guests. 
c)  Memberships- Anne Forsyth 
There are still some members that have not paid their 
annual dues of $12.00. 
d)  Speakers/Program – Bev Glover 
Bev announced that Beth MacLaren has volunteered 
to fill the Speaker Coordinator position as of April 1. 
Beth has a background in Graphic Design, and was 
past Editor of the BCCGC newsletter, “The Bulletin”.  
Beth was an “ivy buster” and with her husband Len 
volunteered to test numerous light bulbs for 
Vancouver’s Christmas “Festival of Lights”.  She is a 
member of the Board, Community Garden 
Cottonwood in East Vancouver as well as a Teaching 
Assistant and member of VanDusen Gardens.  Beth is 
current Speaker Coordinator and past President of 
Vancouver Shade Garden Society.  At May’s meeting 

Janice Bobic will present “My Father’s Garden” and 
video of Rhodofestival 2016 will be shown.   
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson  
Wendy received an email from the City of Burnaby 
asking for nominations for the annual Environmental 
Awards Program which will be accepted until March 
31.  The Environmental Awards Program recognizes 
achievements in environmental stewardship and 
sustainability by people, businesses, organizations 
and institutions in our community.  Two levels of 
awards are recognized in each of the six categories:  
Business Stewardship, Communications, Community 
Stewardship, Green Choices, Planning & 
Development & Youth.  Award recipients are 
recommended to Council for approval by the Citizen 
Representatives of the businesses, organizations and 
institutions in our community.  Two levels of awards 
are recognized in each of the six categories: Business 
Stewardship, Communications, Community 
Stewardship, Green Choices, Planning & 
Development & Youth.  Award recipients are 
recommended to Council for approval by the Citizen 
Representatives of the City’s Environment 
Committee.  The awards will be presented at a 
regular Council Meeting on Monday, May 29 during 
Burnaby Environment Week.  For more information, 
please contact the Planning Department at 604-294-
7400 or planning@burnaby.ca. 
 
6. New/Other Business – Wendy Thompson 
a)  April 5th meeting - Nicholas Funke (Bartlett Tree 
Experts) will present on “Managing Fruit and Young 
Trees”. 
b)  Bev’s video “Our Year (2016) in Pictures” will be 
presented at May’s meeting. 
c)  Janice Bobic reported that on Saturday, March 4 
there will be a Pollinator and Mason Bee Seminar held 
at Earthwise at 6400 – 3rd Avenue, Delta and on March 
18 – Amsterdam Nurseries will host a “Nature Day 
Event”.  She left brochures at the back of the meeting 
room.   
 
Meeting adjourned and due to unforeseen 
circumstances the speaker did not show up so 
members continued to mingle and socialize. 


