
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

      It’s December!  
 Merry Christmas! 

    
December is a wonderful month, as long as you don’t 
let the weather get to you!   While often dark, wet 
and cold, - oh, and sometimes snowy, it is an 
opportunity to take a break from the garden chores 
and enjoy some time inside.  After all, it wasn’t really 
that long ago that daily watering was necessary and 
some of you were complaining about the excessive 
heat.  So enjoy December, for all that it offers!  
Decorate your home, bringing some outside greenery 
inside, and enjoy visits with friends and family.  
After all, it won’t be long and Spring will be back 
again!   
      Giverny – Claude Monet’s Garden 
Giverny is located 50 miles west of Paris, in Upper 
Normandy.  Impressionist Claude Monet left Paris in 
1883, to escape the city and concentrate on his 
painting.  At Giverny, he planted a large garden 
where he painted for much of the rest of his life. 
Today the house and garden are open to the public, 
and provide a fascinating glimpse into the life of this 
amazing man. I visited there in September, and spent 
many hours exploring the gardens and touring his 
home and village.   
There are two parts in Monet's garden: a flower 
garden called Clos Normand in front of the house and 
a Japanese inspired water garden on the other side of 
the road, - yes, the famous water lilies.  These two 
parts of Monet's garden contrast and complement one 
another.  About one hectare, Monet made Clos 
Normand full of perspectives, symmetries and colors. 
At the time when Monet and his family settled in 
Giverny in 1883, the piece of land sloping down from 
the house to the road was planted with an orchard and 
enclosed by high stone walls.  A central alley 
bordered with pines separated it into two parts. 
Monet had the pines cut down, keeping only two 

yews	closest	to	the	house.  
In 1893, ten years after his arrival, Monet bought the 
piece of land neighbouring his property on the other 
side of the railway. It was crossed by a small brook, 
the Ru, which is a diversion of the Epte, a tributary of 
the Seine River.  Monet had the first small pond dug, 
later enlarging the pond to its present day size.  The 
water garden is full of asymmetries and curves, 
inspired by the Japanese gardens from the prints he 
collected avidly. 
Never before had a painter so shaped his subjects in 
nature before painting them. And so he created his 
works twice. Monet would find his inspiration in this 
water garden for more than twenty years. He would 
later devote himself to the giant decorations of the 
Orangerie. 
 
After Claude Monet's death in 1926, his son Michel 
inherited the house and garden of Giverny. He did 
not live there and it was Monet's step-daughter 
Blanche who took care of the property. Unfortunately 
after the Second World War the house and garden 
were neglected. In 1966 Michel Monet made the 
Academie des Beaux-Arts his heir. 

In 1977 reconstruction was undertaken of the garden 
to restore it as it was at the time of the master, and it 
took almost ten years to restore both the garden and 
the house to their former magnificence.  Not much 
was left after the bombings of the wars, - the 
greenhouse panes and the windows in the house were 
reduced to shards, floors and ceiling beams had rotted 
away, a staircase had collapsed. Three trees were 
even growing in the big studio.   

The pond had to be dug again. In the Clos Normand 
soil was removed to find the original ground level. 
Then the same flower species as those discovered by 
Monet in his time were planted.  The reconstruction 
was finally completed and the property was opened 
in 1980.  Now 500,000 visitors visit Monet’s gardens 
during the 7 months that it is open each year.  If you 
make a visit to France, a visit to Giverny should be 
on your list! 
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1.Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 pm.   
 
2. Adoption of October 4, 2017 Meeting  
Motion to adopt the minutes was made by Cheryl 
Fiddis; seconded by Bev Glover.  All were in favour.  
Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on the 
BRAGS’ website and are updated by David Forsyth. 
 
3. Outstanding Business from the Minutes – 
Wendy Thompson 
a)  Donations to be made:  suggestions included the 
Butterfly Garden at Burnaby Lake and the Wildlife 
Rescue.  Judy Wellington stated that the Butterfly 
Garden is redoing an old area so that plants will grow 
in wet and dry conditions.  Wendy reported that the 
Stoney Creek Environment Committee (a non profit 
group) are looking for native rhodos to plant to 
enhance their habitat and wildlife.  A motion was 
brought forward by Joan Conklin to donate $500.00 
to each of the above three groups.  Faye Kilpatrick 
seconded the motion; all were in favour.   
 
b)  Elections in December – Wendy Thompson 
Wendy reminded that the AGM is in December.  
Anyone interested in a position can contact Wendy.  
The AGM will be a "pot luck" so bring your favourite 
dish and friends/family are welcome.   
 
4. Treasurer’s Report – Susan Brandl 
Susan reported that BRAGS spent $50.00 for the last 
speaker and the current balance is approximately 
$9,700.00.  She recommended that no motion be 
made to approve this report as it is not a formal 
report.   
 

5. Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival & Plant Sale – Verna Adamson 
No report. 
b)  Welcome/Attendance – Janet Hayes 
Janet reported that there were 24 members and 2 
guests. 
c)  Memberships - Anne Forsyth 
Anne is now collecting membership dues for 
2018.   
d)  Speakers/Program – Beth MacLaren 
Beth reported that the following speakers have been 
confirmed: 
January 3 - Mayumi Ichino  - "Ikebana Japanese 
Flower Arranging" 
February 7 - Nicholas Funke - "Bartlett Tree Service" 
 
6.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson  
Nil. 
 
7. New/Other Business – Wendy Thompson 
a)  Thank you to Keith Harris for his composting 
article in the BRAGS newsletter and Cheryl Fiddis 
for her ongoing informative and interesting 
newsletters. 
b)  Keith Harris attended the recent BC Council of 
Gardening Clubs meeting and he attends these twice 
a year.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm and refreshments 
followed.  As Peter Brolese cancelled his presentation 
on Bonsai due to illness, Beth MacLaren 
recommended watching the film, "A Man Named 
Pearl" about a topiary garden.  Thanks for the popcorn 
idea Beth!	


