
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

June 2019!  

 
This month we are pleased to have a recap of our 
annual Rhodo Festival, or as it is now known as, 

Burnaby Blooms. Thank you to the members who 
contributed an update of the day and photos.										    

            Burnaby Blooms 2019 
          Final Report 

 
The City of Burnaby has rebranded the 31st 
Rhododendron Festival as ‘Burnaby Blooms’, 
bringing a change of focus to a more general 
horticultural and floral festival spread over two days 
instead of just Sunday. Our members put together an 
amazing team once again giving their time, 
knowledge, and keen interest. Sincere thanks to 
everyone who contributed to this event. Between the 
plant sale and the Auction, we raised an amazing 
$2000! 
The Silent Auction went well, grossing $1592, a bit 
higher than 2018. Our donors were generous once 
again, and the bidding was competitive. We didn’t 
need to hold the ‘Last But Not Least’ live auction at 
the end, as we only had 3 items unclaimed and we 
were able to sell them on the spot. One Heuchera was 
kept as a door prize for our June meeting. 
The new aprons looked very smart and were very 
useful. The truss display and window display were 
beautiful and well received. 
Thank you to all the entrants of the People’s Choice 
Spring Bouquet Contest. We had many beautiful 
entrants and it put on an impressive display in the 
atrium.  

With change we did incur some hiccups that we will 
be bringing to the City to address for next year, such 
as lack of promotional materials for us to distribute, 
specifics in the advertising etc. They may want us to 
extend our hours next year to match the festival time 
of 10 to 5. To be discussed: - how we could 
accomplish this without overextending ourselves. 
We are losing Adamson’s Heritage Nursery as a 
donor as they are retiring. They have been a very 
generous supporter over many years, so we will need 
to find a few new donors to replace them. We have 
put aside 4 of their Elderberries for next year’s 
auction. Thank you Keith for volunteering to baby 
them for us. 
Thank you all for your time and commitment to 
BRAGS! 
                                            Verna Adamson 

	
																																																											Photo	by	Bill	G.	
The indoor/household plants were very popular - 
especially Janet Hayes Cacti and Daniel’s fruit fly 
eating Drosera Capensis. Thank you to all the 
members that donated plants - the majority were 
appropriately labelled with their names, colours and 
preferred locations for planting. I enjoyed talking to  
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – May 1, 2019 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 

1. Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:05 pm.   
 
2. Adoption of April 3, 2019 Meeting Minutes 
Motion to adopt the minutes was made by Faye 
Kilpatrick; seconded by Verna Adamson.  All were in 
favor.  Reminder: meeting minutes are posted on the 
BRAGS’ website by David Forsyth. 
 
3. Outstanding Business from the Minutes – 
Wendy Thompson 
a)  Gelderman Farms delivered the soil amender at 
6:30, prior to the meeting.  Bev reported that bought 
100 bags and therefore had free delivery.   
 
b)  Wendy reported that the increase in liability 
insurance to $5 million required by the City for 
September 1, 2019, is still pending. 
 
c)  Keith attended Burnaby’s Volunteer dinner on 
April 16 
 
4. Treasurer's Report – Susan Brandl 
Susan provided the financial report for the month 
ending April 30, 2019.  There is a balance of $7908.  
 
5.  Correspondence - Wendy Thompson 
a) Email from Barry Jones, former MLA regarding 
the Rhododendron garden on Burnaby Mountain 
b) Card and membership cheque from former 
member June Dodson who moved to the island. 
 
6.  Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Burnaby Blooms - Verna Adamson  
Verna asked that we try to get more bouquets for the 
Spring Bouquet Competition. Flowers can be bought 
or from the garden.  Anything pretty would be 
appreciated. 
 
Setup will be at 9:00 am on May 4, as usual. 
 
We will be operating from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm on 
May 5, even though the event continues until 5:00 
pm. 
 
We can park in the undercover parkade on the east 
side of the Shadbolt. 
 
Please wear your BRAGS t-shirt; aprons will be 
distributed at the event, for wearing at the event. 
 

The promo materials were not available even thought 
they had been requested several times. 
 
b) Plant Sale - Linda Cholette 
Linda was away but members were reminded to bring 
their plants to the Shadbolt on the morning of 
Saturday May 4, and were asked to ensure that the 
containers are clean and the plants labelled. 
 
b)  Welcome/Attendance – Judy Wellington 
Anne reported that there were 18 members in 
attendance and 1 guest. 
 
c)  Memberships - Anne Forsyth 
Nothing to report 
 
d)  Speakers/Program - Beth MacLaren 
Beth was not at the meeting, however, Wendy 
reported that she has booked speakers for several 
months. 
 
7.  New/Other Business 
a)  Rhododendron garden on Burnaby Mountain near 
Horizon’s restaurant:  Wendy read the email from 
Barry Jones who asked if BRAGS would give their 
support (as it did this a couple of years ago) when he 
appears before the parks and recreation commission. 
The garden has been sadly neglected over the years, 
although the City did a bit of grass cutting after his 
first request.  Barry is going to request that they cut 
down the blackberries, clear out some of the growth 
in the planted area and maintain it by continuing to 
cut the grass.  There was some discussion among the 
members who wanted to know if there is anything we 
can do to help, for instance, write a letter or attend an 
informal meeting with the new mayor.  Wendy will 
be in touch with Barry to find out. 
 
8.  Adjournment 
Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm, refreshments were 
served after which Chris Jennings, President of the 
Vancouver Shade Garden Society spoke about 
Arisaemas. 
 


