
BRAGS Monthly Meeting Minutes and
Year-end Reports

2016

NOTE - September and December Meetings were cancelled



!

February: 
From the latin februa, “to cleanse.”  The 

Roman Februalia was a month of purification 
and atonement. 

Now that January is behind us, we can actually 
almost imagine the arrival of Spring.  That’s being 
optimistic of course, but it’s certainly on the way, 
especially for the West Coast.  And what better time 
than now to think of healthier eating, and what 
different vegetables you might want to try in your 
garden this year.  If you have not yet done so, 
perhaps it’s time to introduce Asian Greens into your 
garden, into your kitchen, and into your diet. 
Here’s a few of the more popular ones to try. 
Amaranth 

Also known as Chinese Spinach, the highly 
decorative red, green or striped foliage makes 
Amaranth stand out in any garden. Be sure to look for 
the edible varieties, as some are ornamental only.  
Amaranth is an ancient grain crop, and was grown 
and harvested for centuries by the Incas in South 
America , and was also popular in Asia, Europe, and 
Central America.  This plant is heat and drought 
tolerant, and is not prone to disease and pests.  
Amaranth is ideal in any recipe that calls for spinach, 
such as stir-fries, soups and pastas.  (You will find 3 
varieties available at West Coast Seeds). 
Komatsuna 

A Japanese mild tasting green with a mustardy bite, 
Komatsuna, aka mustard spinach, has round, slightly 
crinkled, dark green leaves borne on sturdy stalks.  It 
grows very quickly and is best harvested at the baby 
green stage, 4 – 6 inches tall.   For a second crop, 
remove the entire plant and reseed.  You can eat the 
leaves, stems, and flowers and serve raw in salads or 
cooked into quiche and any dish where you would 
use spinach.   
Mibuna 
Hardy Mibuna is a green that can tolerate partial 
shade.  Its narrow, rounded, green leaves offer an 
attractive contrast when planted alongside mustards.  

Harvest is best at the baby greens stage, for a mild 
and peppery taste – the flavor will intensify as the 
plant matures.  Mibuna is a good crop to cut and 
grow again, and can regrow several times over the 
season.  This plant works well in mixed greens 
salads, as well as into soups. 
Garland Chrysanthemum 
Not all garden mums are edible, but this one is.  A 
native to the Mediterranean, both the greens and the 
yellow flowers can be eaten on this gorgeous plant.  
Ideal for the West Coast, this cool-weather crop can 
be planted in partial shade or full sun.  Be sure to 
harvest the leaves when they are young and tender, 
and add to salads, soups, and stir-fries. 
Mizuna 
Closely related to mustard, this mild and crunchy 
green is actually similar to cabbage, with a hint of 
horseradish.  This cool-weather crop will germinate 
at low temperatures, and can even withstand a light 
frost.  Additionally, Mizuna also handles the heat of 
summer.  Again, harvest the leaves when they are 
tender and reseed early for a second crop.  Mizuna is 
delicious in mixed green salads, or in the usual soups 
and stir-fries. 
Growing Tips for your Asian Greens 

Asian Greens enjoy well-draining soil that is rich in 
organic matter.  Stick to a regular watering schedule, 
as most greens will not tolerate drought.  Water 
deeply at the base of the plants.   
All greens can be grown in containers easily, if space 
is an issue.  Just be mindful that all containers 
generally dry out faster than garden sown, so be sure 
to step up the watering if needed. 
Asian Greens are ready to harvest within a week or 
two of planting, so plant them successively over your 
growing season to enjoy the ‘fruits’ of your labour 
over a longer time frame.  Most are cut-and-come-
again crops, allowing an abundance of fresh pickings. 
These are only a few of the greens available, and 
what you will choose will depend upon your culinary 
tastes, your planting options, and your sense of 
adventure! I found most of these greens listed in the 
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES(OF(MEETING(–((January(6,(2016!
Discovery!Room,!Burnaby!Village!Museum!

1.Welcome(and(call(meeting(to(order!at!7:05!pm.!!!
!!!
2.((Adoption(of(November(4,(2015(Minutes(!
Motion!to!accept!November!minutes!was!made!by!
Keith!Harris;!seconded!by!Cheryl!Fiddis.!!All!were!in!
favor.!!Reminder:!!meeting!minutes!are!posted!on!the!
BRAGS’!website!and!are!updated!by!David!Forsyth.!
!
3.((Outstanding(Business(from(the(Minutes(

a)! ! Nominations( at( November( meeting! –!
Nominations! are! not! allowed! at! the! December!
meeting,! however,! if! anyone! is! interested! in! joining!
the!Executive! Committee! it! is! not! too! late! to! contact!
Wendy.!!The!majority!of!the!Executive!members!have!
been!doing!their!jobs!for!several!years!and!would!look!
forward! to! being! replaced.! ! New! members! would!
provide! creative,! refreshing! ideas! to! ensure! BRAGS!
remains!a!successful!garden!club.!!(
!
b)!!Suggestions(for(donations(from(BRAGS(
The!following!were!submitted:!Wildlife!Rescue,!the!BC!
Council! of! Garden! Clubs’! Scholarship! Fund,!Burnaby!
Food! First! and! University! Highlands! School! and!
Community! Garden.! ! The! Executive! recommended!
donating! $500! to! Wildlife! Rescue! and! $500! to! BC!
Council! of! Garden! Clubs.! ! Motion! was! made! by!
Rosemarie! Daviduk! to! accept! this! recommendation;!
seconded!by!Bev!Glover.!!All!were!in!favor.!!Over!the!
next! couple! of! months! Burnaby! Food! First! will! be!
contacted!to!do!a!presentation!to!BRAGS!and!decision!
to!donate!to!University!Highlands!School!was!deferred!
to!a!future!meeting.!!!
!
4.(Treasurer’s(Report!!!
Susan!Brandl!provided!the!following!financial!reports!
for!November!and!December:!
Total!revenue!=!$8,686.74;!expenses!=!$227.00;!
revenue!over!expenses!=!($105.97).!!Bank!balance!as!
of!December!31!=!$8,459.74.!!Motion!to!accept!the!
above!report!was!made!by!Susan!and!Keith!Harris!
seconded.!!All!were!in!favor.!
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson - Nil. 
 
 
 
 
 

6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)((Rhodo(Festival((Sunday,(May(1)(–(Verna(

Adamson((

Verna,!Wendy!and!June!recently!met!with!a!
representative!from!Burnaby.!!This!year!SFU!will!be!
celebrating!their!50th!year!and!will!combine!their!
celebration!with!the!Rhodo!Festival.!!BRAGS!may!not!
have!Room!103!which!could!be!problematic!for!the!
plant!sale,!however!another!option!is!to!use!a!festival!
tent.!!A!coaordinator!is!needed!to!organize!BRAGS’!
annual!plant!sale!–!contact!Wendy!if!interested.!!
Verna!discussed!with!Burnaby!about!the!availability!
of!a!shuttle!and!there!was!discussion!about!having!a!
shuttle!amongst!BRAGS!volunteers!only.!!!
!
b)!!Plant(Sale(–!Refer!to!comments!above.!!!
!
c)((Welcome/Attendance(–(Faye(Kilpatrick(

Faye!reported!that!there!were!25!members!+!6!
guests!in!attendance.!!!
(

d)((Memberships(–(Anne(Forsyth((

Anne!reported!that!a!few!members!have!not!paid!
their!2016!membership!dues.(
(

e)((Speakers/Program(–(Bev(Glover(

Bev!reported!that!the!speaker!for!February’s!meeting!
will!be!presenting!on!“Soil!Basics”!and!will!be!
bringing!a!load!of!soil!amender!in!30!litre!bags!for!
$6.00/bag.!!Orders!were!taken!at!this!meeting!and!
payment!must!be!made!at!February’s!meeting.!!John!
Crawford!offered!to!help!members!with!
handling/delivery!of!their!bags!of!soil.!!!The!speaker!
for!March,!Howard!Wills,!is!from!Fernwood!Nursery!
(U.K.)!and!will!present!on!“Sempervivums“.!!April’s!
speaker!will!present!on!“Pest!Management!–!the!
Chafer!Beetle”.!
7.((New/Other(Business!
a)!!Refer!to!report!above!on!the!Rhodo!Festival.!
b)!!Refer!to!report!above!on!Speakers/Program.!!!
!
Meeting!adjourned!at!7:20!pm!and!Margaret!
Nakahara!presented!on!“Water!Features”.!
!



	

                 March! 
The origin of March:  For the Roman god of 

war, Mars.  This was the time of year to 
resume military campaigns that had been 

interupted by winter. 
Well here on the West Coast, the only thing perhaps 
interrupted by winter, was our spending endless time 
in our gardens.  Now that Spring will officially arrive 
this month we can all look forward to both longer 
days and spending more time outside gardening and 
entertaining.  While I often find myself impatient 
with March, those wonderful early Spring days we 
can experience certainly give us all hope for the 
better months ahead. 
Our mild weather this year was kind to our bird 
population, and many species stayed close by and 
were plentiful in my garden this winter.  Of course 
‘my’ hummingbirds remained and were constant 
visitors to the covered and heated feeder over the 
cooler months.  One day as I pruned my Hydrangea 
in the back yard, one wee fellow appeared ready to 
land on my outstretched hand, as if to say Thanks for 
helping my friends and I out again! 

         Top 10 Timeless Garden Classics! 
Upon glancing through an old garden magazine, I 
found an article that mentioned the Top 10 Classic 
plants for your garden.  Not surprisingly, these Top 
10 could easily be the Top 10 today.  Here they are! 

Columbine 
By far, this one is my favorite. One of the easiest 
wildflowers to cultivate, Columbine’s distinct, bell-
shaped flowers are a favorite of hummingbirds.  
Colors to enjoy are yellow, red, pink, blue, purple 
and white; single hues or bicolored. 

      
 

Bellflower 
Better known as Campanula, the family of 
bellflowers includes annuals, biennials and 
perennials, all sharing the familiar bell-shaped 
flower.  For a long bloom, blue flowers and 
evergreen foliage, try the Serbian bellflower. 

Wax Begonia 
This low growing plant is known for its uniform, 
rounded shape and long-bloom season.  This plant is 
a reliable, maintenance free choice for most gardens, 
and is available in white, red, pink, and salmon. 

Salvia 
These tall vibrant spikes produce season long color in 
any landscape.  An added bonus, hummingbirds love 
the nectar-producing blooms. Although most 
commonly seen in lavender, other colors are red, 
orange, white, pink and blue. 

           
Foxglove 
This early bloomer is often found growing wild in 
many gardens, often transplanted by the bird 
population.  For a late summer crop, cut the main 
flower spike back to the first set of leaves when only 
a few blooms remain at the top.  Personally, I let 
mine go to seed each year.  Foxglove is available in 
many colors such as white, cream, yellow, apricot, 
pink, purple, red, golden brown and coppery rose.   
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – February 3, 2016 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
	

1.Welcome	and	call	meeting	to	order	at	7:16	pm.			
Meeting	commenced	later	due	to	purchase	of,	and	
movement	of,	soil	amender	into	members’	vehicles.			
			
2.		Adoption	of	January	6,	2016	Minutes		
Motion	to	accept	January	minutes	with	the	following	
revisions,	was	made	by	Cheryl	Fiddis;	seconded	by	
Keith	Harris.		All	were	in	favor.		Revisions	to	be	made	
are:	“Total	cash	in	the	bank	is	$8459.70,	total	revenue	
for	November-December	was	$332.97	(membership	
and	last	year’s	raffle)	and	total	expenditure	was	
$227.00”.		Reminder:		meeting	minutes	are	posted	on	
the	BRAGS’	website	and	are	updated	by	David	
Forsyth.	
	
3.		Outstanding	Business	from	the	Minutes	

a)	 	 Community	 Garden	 at	 University	 Highlands	
school	donation	–	a	final	decision	will	be	deferred	to	
March	meeting.			
	
4.	Treasurer’s	Report			
Susan	Brandl	provided	the	following	financial	report	
for	January:		
Total	revenue	=	$84.72;	expenses	=	$249.70;	revenue	
over	expenses	=	($164.98).		Bank	balance	as	of	
January	31	=	$8,294.76.		Motion	to	accept	the	above	
report	was	made	by	Susan	and	Keith	Harris	
seconded.		All	were	in	favor.	
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson - Nil. 
 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)		Rhodo	Festival	(Sunday,	May	1)	–	Verna	

Adamson		

Room	103	has	been	confirmed	for	BRAGS	for	the	
plant	sale.		Another	meeting	is	scheduled	for	
beginning	of	March.		A	co-ordinator	for	our	plant	sale	
is	still	needed.			
	
b)		Welcome/Attendance	–	Faye	Kilpatrick	

Faye	reported	that	there	were	24	members	including	
guests.				
	

c)		Memberships	–	Anne	Forsyth	-	No	report.		
	

d)		Speakers/Program	–	Bev	Glover	

Bev	reported	that	the	speaker	for	March	meeting	will	
be	Howard	Wills	of	Fernwood	Nursery	in	the	U.K.	and	
he	will	present	on	“Sempervivums“	(hardy	alpine	
succulents).		April’s	speaker	will	present	on	“Pest	
Management	–	the	Chafer	Beetle”;	the	speaker	for	
May	will	present	on	“Butterflies”;	June’s	speaker	on	
“Chrysamthemums”.	
	
7.		New/Other	Business	
a)		Burnaby	Region	Beekeepers	Association	–	
Janice	Bobic,	President.	
This	Association	was	recently	launched	in	December.			
	
b)		Burnaby	Food	First	–	Leona	Skovgaard,	Chair.	
This	group	started	up	in	1997	by	a	few	school	
teachers.		They	do	free	workshops	on:		preparing	
food,	jam	making,	soup	making,	food	gardening,	etc.		
The	group	consists	of	mostly	community	members	
and	they	“share	backyard	space”;	school	mentoring	
garden	programs;	raise	awareness	about	food	
insecurity.		Question	was	raised,	“Could	they	work	
together	with	BRAGS?”	They	could	post	our	speakers	
on	their	website/blog;	possibility	of	partnering	on	
grants	with	BRAGS.		Currently	they	receive	grants	
from:		VanCity	(Credit	Union);	United	Way;	Burnaby	
Meals	on	Wheels;	Burnaby	Neighbourhood	House;	
Burnaby	Hospital	(on	cooking	food).		BFF	volunteers	
have	been	making	aprons	with	donated	fabric	and	
selling	them	at	farmers’	markets	to	raise	funds	for	
their	organization.		Further	discussion	on	this	item	
will	be	held	at	March	meeting.	
	
Meeting	adjourned	at	7:45	pm	and	Jerry	Gelderman	
presented	on	“Soil	and	Compost”.	
	
	



	

                 April! 
The origin of April:   

From the latin aperio, “to open (bud),” 
because plants begin to grow now. 

        

 
         April is a glorious month for us all to have hope 
that Spring and Summer will soon be here. While I 
spend each April down south where there is no 
question of the weather being ‘maybe’ warm or 
‘maybe’ sunny and bright, I’m still glad to say 
farewell to March.  April is the time to stop dreaming 
and really start planning that garden.  Instead of 
looking at catalogues and web sites, visit your local 
garden shop in person and make it happen! 

        Perennial Favorites 
What gardener doesn’t love perennials?  Reliable, 
colorful, no-fuss perennials keep coming back year 
after year to make your garden complete.  Here are a 
few of my favorites. 

Aster 
With more than 250 varieties available, Asters easily 
adapt to most gardens and growing conditions.  Their 
extensive range of both size and color makes the 
Aster one of the most popular plants for late-season 
blooms.  You will find Asters in red, pink, salmon, 
purple, white and yellow. 

Bee Balm 
Not only does Bee Balm add brilliant color to a 
garden, this full-sun perennial also attracts butterflies 
and hummingbirds to your garden. Available colors 
are scarlet, pink, purple and white. 

Siberian Iris 
A low-maintenance garden staple, Siberian Irises 
produce richly colored flowers that are also beautiful 
in arrangements.  Popular colors are blue, pink, 
white, purple and yellow. 
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – March 2, 2016 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 	

1.Welcome	and	call	meeting	to	order	at	7:10	pm.			
			

2.		Adoption	of	February	3,	2016	Minutes		
Motion	to	accept	February	minutes	was	made	by	

Cheryl	Fiddis;	seconded	by	Bev	Glover.		All	were	in	

favor.		Reminder:		meeting	minutes	are	posted	on	the	

BRAGS’	website	and	are	updated	by	David	Forsyth.	

	

3.		Outstanding	Business	from	the	Minutes	
a)	 	 Community	 Garden	 at	 University	 Highlands	
school	 donation	 –	 Wendy	 will	 confirm	 with	 the	
University	Highlands	School	group	to	ensure	that	their	

gardening	project	is	still	running	before	sending	them	

a	cheque.		Motion	was	made	to	donate	$350.00	to	the	

school.		Therese	Pope	moved	the	motion;	Joan	Conklin	

seconded.		All	were	in	favor.		Verna	Adamson	enquired	

as	 to	what	 the	 school’s	 plans	were	 for	 the	 donation.		

Bev	 Glover	 remembered	 that	 one	 of	 the	 school’s	

objectives	was	to	plant	apple	trees	and	espalier	them.			

b)	Burnaby	Food	First	–	Motion	was	made	to	donate	
$200.00	 to	 this	 organization	 for	 an	 honorarium.		

Cheryl	Fiddis	moved	the	motion;	Bev	Glover	seconded.		

All	were	in	favor.			

	

4.	Treasurer’s	Report			
Susan	Brandl	provided	the	following	financial	report	

for	February:		

Total	revenue	=	$515.66;	expenses	=	$557.00;	

revenue	over	expenses	=	($41.34).		Bank	balance	as	

of	February	29	=	$8,253.42.		Motion	to	accept	the	

above	report	was	made	by	Susan;	Keith	Harris	

seconded.		All	were	in	favor.	

 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson - Nil. 
 

6. Standing Committee Reports 
 
a)		Rhodo	Festival	(Sunday,	May	1)	–	Verna	
Adamson		
A	meeting	with	the	City	of	Burnaby	is	scheduled	for	

March	21.		Details	will	be	finalized	at	this	meeting.		

Verna	circulated	a	“sign	up”	sheet	for	volunteers	for	

the	rhodo	festival.			

	

b)		Plant	Sale	-	A	co-ordinator	for	the	plant	sale	is	
still	needed,	or	the	sale	will	have	to	be	cancelled.			

	

b)		Welcome/Attendance	–	June	Dodson	
June	reported	that	there	were	22	members	and	7	

guests.	

	
c)		Memberships	–	Anne	Forsyth		
A	few	members	still	have	not	paid	their	annual	

membership	dues.			

	
d)		Speakers/Program	–	Bev	Glover	
Bev	reported	that	the	speaker	for	April’s	meeting	is	

Paul	Buikema	and	he	will	present	on	“Integrated	Pest	

Management”	including	the	dreaded	Chafer	Beetle;	

the	speaker	for	May	is	still	vacant;	June’s	speaker	will	

present	on	“Chrysanthemums”.	

	

7.		New/Other	Business	–	Wendy	Thompson	–	Nil.	
	

Meeting	adjourned	at	7:45	pm	and	Howard	Wills	of	

Fernwood	Nursery	in	the	U.K.	presented	on	

“Sempervivums”	(hardy	alpine	succulents).	



	

          It’s The Month of May! 
For the Roman goddess Maia, who 
oversaw the growth of plants.  Also 

from the Latin maiores, ‘elders,’ who 
were celebrated now.     

      
So, what do you think of when you hear the month of 
“May”?  For me, being a loyal BRAGS member, I 
think first of our Rhodofestival and the fabulous 
Rhododendrons that are abundant throughout 
Burnaby, then I think of Mother’s Day, and then I 
think of my garden being green at last and displaying 
the early spring colors of my Rhododendrons and 
Cherry Blossom tree.  And I think of golf too as the 
courses begin to dry out!  For most of us, we can now 
safely look forward to planting our flower and 
vegetable seeds, and to making up our planters and 
decorative pots.  With having a greenhouse, May is 
not too early to buy and dig in tomato plants, as well 
as start various seeds.  I mostly look forward to the 
first crop of lettuce! 
So, whatever you look forward to, May is certainly a 
hopeful, joyful month.  Be sure to get out there and 
enjoy every minute of it! 
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – April 6, 2016 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
	
1.Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:08 pm.   
   
2.  Adoption of March 2, 2016 Minutes  
Motion to accept February minutes was made by Faye 
Kilpatrick; seconded by Joan Conklin.  All were in favor.  
Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on the BRAGS’ 
website and are updated by David Forsyth. 
 
3.  Outstanding Business from the Minutes 
a)  Community Garden at University Highlands school 
donation – Wendy confirmed with Julia Vaughan of the 
University Highlands School group that their gardening 
project is still running and they are still in need our donation 
which will be very much appreciated.   
 
4. Treasurer’s Report   
Susan Brandl provided the following financial report for 
March:  
Monthly revenue = $24.69; expenses = $197.71; donations 
= $1520.00  Chequing account balance as of March 31 = 
$8,130.87 minus the outstanding cheques.  Motion to 
accept the above report was made by Susan; Keith Harris 
seconded.  All were in favor. 
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson - Nil. 
 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)  Rhodo Festival (Sunday, May 1) – Verna Adamson  
Verna, June and Wendy met with Beth of the City of 
Burnaby on March 21.  The walking tours will be cut back 
but the early morning bird watching tour, floral arranging 
and strawberry tea will still be taking place.  There will be 
walks by one of the First Nations identifying various 
indigenous plants used by their people. 
 
It was confirmed that BRAGS will have Room 103 as usual 
for the Silent Auction, Plant Sale and Truss Display.  The 
setup will be the same as last year with the BRAGS table 
and Bouquet Competition (led by Faye) outside the main 
room. There will be two closing times for the Silent 
Auction at 12pm  and 2 pm.   
 
Room 103 will be available from 9:00 am on Saturday, 
April 30, the day before Rhodofest for setting up, and a 
portion of Room 104 (behind 103) will be provided on 
Friday, April 29 for those bringing in plants.  Burnaby 
requested that no hand	written labels be used on the plants 
and offered to help by providing tags and labels.  These 
were not received before this meeting so we will have to 
just have to "do our best".   
 

Posters and rack cards were also not ready but Burnaby will 
mail them out to a list provided to them by June.  Members 
can also pick them up at the Shadbolt when they are ready, 
however, the date for this is not yet known.  Volunteers 
will be able to use the underground parking for dropping 
off items. Members' name tags will be taken to the festival 
and there are a few t-shirts available for those who don't 
have one from previous festivals.  Volunteers should bring 
their own snacks and their own mug if they want a 
discounted coffee at Encores.   
 
Verna circulated  two “sign up” sheets:  one for volunteers 
and the other for plant donations.  If you have not already 
signed up, please contact Verna or June. 
 
Please bring Rhodo trusses with long stems on the morning 
of the Festival, if you have any.  We will be displaying 
them in the display cases in the hall as well as in Room 
103.   
 
b)  Plant Sale - Lanny Hui has kindly offered to help with 
the Plant Sale on both days even though she is no longer a 
member.  Please name your plants if at all possible, and 
clean up the pots before dropping them off.   
  
b)  Welcome/Attendance – June Dodson 
June reported that there were 18 members and 1 guest in 
attendance. 
 
c)  Memberships – Anne Forsyth  
Annual membership dues for 2016 are now all paid up.   
 
d)  Speakers/Program – Bev Glover 
Bev reported that the scheduled speaker for April’s 
meeting, Paul Buikema, was unable to attend; he has been 
rescheduled to present on “Integrated Pest Management” at 
the May meeting; The June speaker will present on 
“Chrysanthemums”. 
 
7.  New/Other Business – Wendy Thompson  
a)  Summer picnic - Wendy asked that anyone who would 
like to host the summer picnic in their garden this summer,  
to let her know . 
 
8.  Adjournment -- 
Meeting adjourned at 7:27 pm.  Following refreshments, a 
video of the Hawaiian Islands brought to the meeting by 
Bev Glover was shown.  David Forsyth provided the 
technical hardware and knowhow. 



	

                 Ahhh, It’s June! 
For the Roman goddess Juno, 

patroness of marriage and the well-
being of women.  Also from the Latin 

juvenis,  
‘young people’. 

 
Late Spring!  Early Summer! 

What a fabulous season, and so very welcome after 
winter, even if it was a mild winter here on the West 
Coast.  In April I once again headed South to start my 
spring a little bit earlier. 
Like me, I’m sure all of you are very busy and most 
of us can often be heard saying “How will I ever find 
the time to do that?”  Well then, I’m sure you can 
relate to the wee hummingbird that built her little 
nest, no bigger than a loonie, once again right beside 
the staircase up to our unit in Palm Springs.  That 
little bird kept busy 24/7 until her job was done and 
her babies left the nest and few off on their own.  
Many times each day we would pass by admiring her 
handiwork as she built her nest, truly a work of art. 
Within days, she had finished her work and began to 
spend most of her time sitting on her nest.  When we 
could, we took peek and there were two wee eggs!  
After that she didn’t leave the nest much, and most 
times did not fly away as we came and went.   
Soon both babies hatched, looking like small black 
tic-tacs!  Shortly after we began to see feathers and 
the mother’s activity increased to keep them fed.  
Each day those babies grew, and just a few short 
weeks later they were both sitting outside the nest, 

ready to take flight!  Mission accomplished after 
weeks of dedication and hard work!   
I wonder if the mother had the time to stop and think 
of how busy she was, - just one tiny bird working so 
hard and accomplishing something so miraculous. 
We can all accomplish miracles.   
               Do you have the time? 
 

 

 

          
If you have something to share, stories or photos, that 
you think our BRAGS members might enjoy, please 

send them on! 
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net 
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Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – May 4, 2016 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
	

1.Welcome	and	call	meeting	to	order	at	7:08	pm.			
			

2.		Adoption	of	April	6,	2016	Minutes		
Motion	to	accept	April	minutes	was	made	by	Joan	

Conklin;	seconded	by	Keith	Harris.		All	were	in	favor.		

Reminder:		meeting	minutes	are	posted	on	the	

BRAGS’	website	and	are	updated	by	David	Forsyth.	

	

3.		Outstanding	Business	from	the	Minutes	
None.		

	

4.	Treasurer’s	Report			
Susan	Brandl	provided	the	following	financial	report	

for	April:		

Total	revenue	=	$12.63;	expenses	=	$281.53;	revenue	

over	expenses	=	($268.90).		Bank	balance	as	of	April	

30	=	$6,261.59.		Motion	to	accept	the	above	report	

was	made	by	Susan;	Joan	Conklin	seconded.		All	were	

in	favor.	

 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson  
a)  Email was received from Julia Vaughan, Community 
Garden at University Highlands School. She thanked 
BRAGS for the very generous donation.  They will 
follow up with a report later this summer. 
 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)		Rhodo	Festival/Plant	Sale–	Verna	Adamson		
Great	job	was	accomplished	by	Verna	and	June	

Dodson.		Unfortunately	a	great	loss	for	BRAGS	is	that	

June	will	be	leaving	Burnaby	in	the	near	future	and	

will	be	resigning	from	co-ordinating	the	Rhodo	

Festival.		A	replacement	will	be	needed….Verna	

reported	that	more	volunteers	are	required	for	

marking	prior	to	the	end	of	the	auction.		Susan	Brandl	

commented	that	parking	for	visitors	was	not	good	–	

they	need	an	alternate	area.		Suggested	Burnaby	

Central?	Thanks	was	expressed	for	the	donations	of	

the	silent	auction	plants.		$1,150.00	was	raised	for	

the	Silent	Auction	and	$430.00	for	the	plant	sale.		

Note	for	next	year:		Les	Clay	is	retiring,	however,	Paul	

Buikema	(pest	specialist	speaker	for	May)	has	a	

contact	person	in	the	Linnae	nursery	regarding	plant	

donations	and	they	have	not	donated	for	a	

while…..Additional	suggestion	for	next	year:		the	first	

auction	is	set	for	1:00	–	have	pick	up	of	the	plants	set	

for	1:30	and	if	not	picked	up	they	could	be	put	out	at	

the	next	auction	time	for	resale.		

b)		Welcome/Attendance	–	June	Dodson	
June	reported	that	there	were	22	members	and	6	

guests.	

	
c)		Memberships	–	Anne	Forsyth		
All	active	members	have	now	paid	their	2016	dues.			

	
d)		Speakers/Program	–	Bev	Glover	
Bev	reported	that	if	anyone	has	pictures	from	the	

Rhodo	Festival	please	send	them	to	her	and	she	will	

put	together	a	video	to	present	at	September’s	

meeting.		June’s	speaker	will	present	on	

“Chrysanthemums”	and	October’s	speaker	is	still	

vacant.		At	November’s	meeting	Brian	Minter	will	

present.			

	

7.		New/Other	Business	–	Wendy	Thompson		
a)		Joan	Conklin	offered	to	have	the	BRAGS	picnic	at	

her	home	sometime	in	August.		Date	TBA.			

	

b)		Paul	Buikema	reminded	BRAGS	members	that	

every	third	Sunday	at	1:00	pm	there	is	a	tour	of	

Riverview	gardens	from	1:00	to	3:00	pm.	Also	in	

September	there	is	Tree	Fest.			

	

Meeting	adjourned	and	Paul	Buikema,	pest	specialist,	

presented	on	“Integrated	Pest	Management”.	



	Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – June 1, 2016 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
	
1.Welcome	and	call	meeting	to	order	at	7:23	pm.			
			
2.		Adoption	of	May	4,	2016	Minutes		
Motion	to	accept	May	minutes	was	made	by	Keith	
Harris;	seconded	by	Bev	Glover.		All	were	in	favor.		
Reminder:		meeting	minutes	are	posted	on	the	
BRAGS’	website	and	are	updated	by	David	
Forsyth.	
	
3.		Outstanding	Business	from	the	Minutes	
The	summer	BRAGS’	 garden	party	will	be	 held	at	
Joan	Conklin’s	home	in	August	and	 the	exact	date	
will	be	confirmed	via	email.			
	
4.	Treasurer’s	Report			
Susan	Brandl	provided	the	following	financial	
report	for	May:		
Total	revenue	=	$1,805.70;	expenses	=	$439.84;	
revenue	over	expenses	=	($1,365.86).		Bank	
balance	as	of	May	31	=	$7,627.36.		Motion	to	
accept	the	above	report	was	made	by	Susan;	
Cheryl	Fiddis	seconded.		All	were	in	favor.	
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson  
a)  A new Society Act is being released in November 
and BRAGS will have to be in compliance.  Societies 
are given two years to complete and Cheryl offered to 
assist Wendy with the process and the minor 
revisions that will need to be made and then will 
present at December’s meeting.   
 
6. Standing Committee Reports 
a)		Rhodo	Festival	&	Plant	Sale–	Verna	
Adamson	–	No	report.	
	
b)		Welcome/Attendance	–	June	Dodson	
June	reported	that	there	were	18	members	in	
attendance.	
	
c)		Memberships	–	Anne	Forsyth	-	No	report.			
	

d)		Speakers/Program	–	Bev	Glover	
• Bev	stated	that	on	June	11	(10	–	4)	there	is	an	

“Open	Garden	Day	on	Heritage	Hydrangeas”	
at	13970	–	34th	Avenue	in	South	Surrey.			

• She	will	be	compiling	a	video	from	pictures	
given	to	her	from	the	Rhodo	Festival	and	will	
present	at	September’s	meeting.			

• October’s	speaker	will	be	Stan	Stanley	and	he	
will	present	on	“Chrysanthemums”.			

• November’s	speaker	is	Brian	Minter	and	he	
will	present	on	“New	Trends	in	Gardening”.			

Bev	announced	her	resignation	from	Speaker	Co-
ordinator	as	of	January	2017	as	she	will	be	taking	
over	June’s	former	position	in	assisting	Verna	with	
the	Rhodo	Festival.		Please	contact	Bev,	or	Wendy	if	
interested	in	the	position	of	Speaker	Co-ordinator.				
	
7.		New/Other	Business	–	Wendy	Thompson		
a)		Wendy	reported	that	recently	there	was	a	
butterfly	release	(painted	lady)	at	University	
Highlands	and	David	Forsyth	and	Verna	attended.			
b)		Janice	Bobic	announced	that	May	29th	is	the	
“Day	of	the	Honey	Bee”	and	she	distributed	some	
brochures.			
c)		Don’t	forget:		every	third	Sunday	at	1:00	pm	
there	is	a	tour	of	Riverview	gardens	from	1:00	to	
3:00	pm	and	in	September	there	is	Tree	Fest.			
	
Meeting	adjourned	and	June	Dodson’s	farewell	
party	commenced!		Bye	bye	June	–	we	will	all	miss	
you	and	your	valuable	contributions	to	BRAGS!	



	Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MEETING –  October 5,  2016 

Activity Room, Carousel Pavillion	

1. Welcome and call meeting to order at 7:10 pm. 

 2.  Adoption of June 1, 2016 Minutes   
Motion to accept May minutes was made by Keith 
Harris; seconded by Cheryl Fiddis.  All were in favor.   
Reminder:  meeting minutes are posted on the BRAGS’ 
website and are updated by David Forsyth.  

3.  Outstanding Business from the Minutes  
a)  Janet Hayes volunteered to take over the Welcome 
Table position starting immediately.  Thank you, Janet!   

b)  A volunteer is still needed to take over the Speaker 
position from Bev as of January 2017 as she is taking 
over  
June's Rhodofest position.  Speakers are already lined up 
for January and February.  

c)  The new Society Act comes into effect in November 
but groups are given two years to comply.  It is likely that  
nothing is required of BRAGS, however, Wendy and 
Cheryl will look into it at a later date.  

4. Treasurer’s Report    
Susan Brandl provided the following financial report for 
June 1 - September 30, 2016:   
Total revenue = $112.66; expenses = $27.35; revenue 
over expenses = $85.31).  Bank balance as of Sep 30 =  
$7763.14.  Motion to accept the above report was made 
by Susan; Cheryl Fiddis seconded.  All were in favor.  

5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson   
a)  Thank you note from Elsa Fogale, winner of one of 
the cash prizes at the Bouquet Competition  
b)  Thank you letter from Burnaby Food First for $200 
donation for food programs  
c)  Thank you from VanCity on behalf of BCCGC for 
$500 donation to their scholarship fund   

6. Standing Committee Reports  
a)  Rhodo Festival & Plant Sale– Verna Adamson – No 
report.  
b)  Welcome/Attendance – Ann Forsyth  
Ann reported that there were 16 members in attendance.  
c)  Memberships – Anne Forsyth - Membership for 2017 
will be due December 31, 2016    
d)  Speakers/Program – Bev Glover  
x Bev will be compiling a video from pictures given to 
her from the Rhodo Festival for the December  
meeting; she is also putting together a video entitled "Our 
Year in Pictures" also for the December  
meeting.  Please email your favourite Rhodofest and 
garden photos to bglover@telus.net.    
x November’s speaker is Brian Minter who will present 
on “New Trends in Gardening”.  Members are  
encouraged to bring their family and friends.  A 
suggested donation of $5 will be posted for non- 
members, which would be deducted from membership 
fee for 2017 should they decide to join.    

7.  New/Other Business – Wendy Thompson   
a)  Lindsey McCann's garden -- Anyone who has tagged 
plants in Lindsey's garden is encouraged to pick them up  
as soon as possible as there is a lot of activity on the 
property now.   

b)  Tea -- Wendy asked that donations of tea to add to the 
refreshment supplies would be much appreciated as we  
are running low.    

Meeting adjourned at 7:22 pm.  Following refreshments, 
Stan Stanley of the Point Grey Chrysanthemum  
Association spoke about Seasonal Gardening With 
Chrysanthemums" and demonstrated his product, EZ-
Riser, a  
tool for the garden and the home which assists people 
getting up from their knees.	



	
	
	
	
	
	

Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society 
MINUTES OF MONTHLY MEETING – November 2, 2016 

Discovery Room, Burnaby Village Museum 
	

1.Welcome	and	call	meeting	to	order	at	7:05	pm.			
Wendy	Thompson	welcomed	the	many	guests	at	this	
meeting.			
			
2.		Adoption	of	October	5,	2016	Minutes		
Motion	to	accept	October	minutes	was	made	by	
Cheryl	Fiddis;	seconded	by	Verna	Adamson.		All	were	
in	favor.		Reminder:		meeting	minutes	are	posted	on	
the	BRAGS’	website	and	are	updated	by	David	
Forsyth.	
	
3.		Outstanding	Business	from	the	Minutes	
The	 Speaker	 Co-ordinator	 position	 needs	 a	
replacement	 as	 of	 January	 2017.	 	 Bev	 Glover	 has	
already	 organized	 speakers	 for	 January	 to	 April	 so	
there	 won’t	 be	 much	 to	 do!	 The	 following	 are	 the	
confirmed	speakers:	
January	4	–	“Colour	in	the	Shade”	–	Satya	Brown	
February	1	–	“Winter	Pruning”	–	Conway	Lum	(Garden	
Works)	
March	1	–	“Garden	Photography”	–	Ursula	Easterbrook	
April	5	–	“Managing	Fruit	and	Young	Trees”	–	Nicholas	
Funke	(Bartlett	Tree	Experts)	
	
4.	Treasurer’s	Report			
A	financial	report	was	prepared	by	the	Treasurer	but	
not	read	out	at	the	meeting.	Susan	explained	that	the	
speaker	from	October	(Stan	Stanley)	donated	his	
honorarium	to	BRAGS.		A	complete	financial	report	
will	be	given	at	the	Annual	General	Meeting	in	
December.	Susan	reminded	us	to	submit	any	receipts	
for	the	year-end	ASAP.	
 
5.  Correspondence – Wendy Thompson – nil. 
 

6. Standing Committee Reports 
 
a)		Rhodo	Festival	&	Plant	Sale–	Verna	Adamson	–	
no	report.	
	
b)		Welcome/Attendance	–	Janet	Hayes	
Janet	reported	that	there	were	24	members	in	
attendance	and	19	guests.	
	
c)		Memberships	–	Anne	Forsyth	–	reminded	
members	that	annual	membership	dues	for	2017	can	
be	paid	now.			
	
d)		Speakers/Program	–	Bev	Glover	

• Bev	reported	that	the	upcoming	speakers	for	
January	to	April	are	posted	on	BRAGS’	website	
and	in	our	newsletter.			

• Bev	composed	a	job	description	for	Speaker	Co-
ordinator	and	the	outline	was	left	out	for	
members	to	read.		Bev	will	officially	resign	as	of	
January	2017	and	will	be	taking	over	June’s	
former	position	in	assisting	Verna	with	the	
Rhodo	Festival.		Please	contact	Bev,	or	Wendy	if	
interested	in	the	Speaker		
Co-ordinator	position.	

	
7.		New/Other	Business	–	Wendy	Thompson		

• Wendy	reported	that	Keith	Harris	recently	
attended	the	BC	Council	of	Garden	Clubs	AGM.		
Keith	submitted	his	report	for	members	to	read	
and	indicated	that	27	garden	clubs	attended.			

• Wendy	reminded	the	guests	in	attendance	at	
tonight’s	meeting	that	their	contribution	of	
$5.00	each	can	go	towards	a	BRAGS’	
membership	if	they	decide	to	join.	

	
Meeting	adjourned	and	Brian	Minter	presented	on	
“New	Gardening	Trends”.			
	



BRAGS	President’s	Year	End	Report,	
December	7,	2016	

	
It	has	been	my	honour	to	serve	as	your	president	for	the	third	year.			Thank	you	to	our	Executive	
Committee,	standing	committee	members	and	all	those	who	contribute	in	so	many	ways	to	BRAGS.	We	
have	had	another	successful	year!	
	
Special	thanks	to	Bev	Glover	for	coordinating	the	2016	guest	speakers	and	for	filling	in	for	me	
when	I	was	away.	The	variety	of	topics	and	the	knowledge	the	speakers	shared	with	us	were	
most	interesting.		
	
Thanks	to	Anne	Forsyth	for	coordinating	the	annual	plant	sale	which	we	held	again	in	conjunction	with	
the	Rhododendron	Festival,	and	to	all	of	you	who	donated	plants	and	your	time	to	make	this	a	
successful	event.		The	funds	we	raised	go	toward	our	expenses,	namely	guest	speakers	and	community	
donations.	
	
Thanks	to	Verna	Adamson	and	June	Dodson	who	left	us	in	June,	for	continuing	to		coordinate	the	annual	
Rhodofest	with	the	City	of	Burnaby.	We	had	an	outstanding	group	of	volunteers	who	worked	hard	on	
both	the	RhodoFest	and	Plant	Sale.	We	kept	the	format	of	two	closing	times	which	worked	out	well	
thanks	to	the	excellent	organizing	skills	of	Verna	and	June.		Thank	you	to	everyone	for	your	time,	
commitment	and	dedication	to	this	event.		I	enjoyed	it	very		much	and	hope	that	you	did	too!		
	
Special	thanks	to	David	Forsyth	for	his	undying	commitment	to	our	website	and	email	communications,	
Cheryl	Fiddis,	the	tireless	editor	of	our	interesting	and	informative	newsletter,	Evelyn	Crawford	for	
publicity,	Keith	Harris	for	attending	the	BCCGC	meetings,	Faye	Kilpatrick	for	taking	over		the	
refreshments,	Janet	Hayes	who	took	on	the	welcome	desk	and	to	all	of	you	who	contributed	goodies	
throughout	the	year.		I'd	also	like	to	thank	our	Treasurer,	Susan	Brandl,	and	Secretary,	Linda	Cholette,	
for	doing	a	great	job	for	many	years,	and	for	agreeing	to	continue	in	their	positions.	
	
Our		donations	to	the	community	for	2016	were	$350	to	the	University	Highland	Community	Garden	at	
SFU	to	help	with	their	environmental	and	gardening	projects	and	$200	to	Burnaby	Food	First.		We	also	
gave	$500	to	the	Wildlife	Rescue	Association	and	$500the	BCCGC	scholarship	fund	but	these	donations	
were	budgeted	in	2015.			
	
Our	thanks	go	to	the	City	of	Burnaby	for	supporting	BRAGS	by	providing	the	use	of	the	Discovery	Room	
for	our	monthly	meetings	and	for	the	successful	partnership	collaborating	on	the	RhodoFestival.	
	
We	will	soon	be	into	active	planning	for	the	Annual	RhodoFestival	on	May	7,	2017.		Please	bring	ideas	
and	your	support	to	our	planning	committee	as	they	work	with	the	City	to	bring	Burnaby	
another	successful	Rhodofest.	
	
Thanks	again	for	your	support.		I'm	looking	forward	to	another	great		year	with	BRAGS!	However,	if	
anyone	else	would	like	to	take	over	the	presidency,	I	would	be	happy	to	step	aside.	
	
Respectfully	Submitted	
Wendy	Thompson	
President	



INCOME AND EXPENSES

RECEIPTS 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 BUDGET

MEMBERSHIP 564.00 504.00 504.00 432.00 468.00 456
RAFFLE 178.75 231.00 229.00 229.55 164.00 175
INTEREST 58.82 93.58 75.75 87.81 68.52 63.45
PLANT SALE 737.00 702.00 1234.50 818.50 577.00 520
RHODOFEST 2103.00 1331.00 1310.00 1454.00 1180.00 1000
DONATIONS 21.00 3.00 0.00 6.00 20.00 50 (Minter talk)
OTHER 25.00 0.00 92.00 0.00 0.00

TOTAL 3687.57 2864.58 3353.25 3119.86 2477.52 2264.45

DISBURSEMENTS

SPEAKERS 525.00 725.00 1050.00 960.00 *9 speakers 710.00 1 1,200.00 6

NEWSLETTER 167.53 218.20 212.50 114.95 239.32 200.00
OFFICE/ADMIN 165.86 45.12 128.77 159.00 270.53 2 125.00
REFRESHMENTS 189.04 33.09 14.26 17.34 9.19 50.00
MEMBERSHIPS/INSURANCE 87.00 97.00 78.00 77.00 77.00 78.00
BCCGC Meeting 135.00 50.00 95.00 73.10 72.71 75.00

PLANT SALE 100.00 120.00 120.00 120.00 120.00 3 120.00
RHODOFEST 230.29 159.31 118.38 135.29 120.27 150.00

DONATIONS 2600.00 1019.96 588.40 * 350.00 1550.00 4 1,000.00
SOCIAL 59.80 0.00 50.47 0.00 100.00

MISCELLANEOUS 50.00 77.96 32.89 47.43 5 100.00

TOTAL 4309.52 2467.68 2483.27 2090.04 3216.45 3,198.00

REVENUE OVER -621.95 396.90 869.98 1029.82 -738.93 -933.55
*Budgeted in previous yearEXPENSES

BURNABY RHODODENDRON AND GARDENS SOCIETY
YEAR END REPORT NOVEMBER 1, 2015 - OCTOBER 31, 2016

{



BURNABY RHODODENDRON AND GARDENS SOCIETY
BALANCE SHEET OCT 31/16

ASSETS Oct 31/12 Oct 31/13 Oct 31/14 Oct 31/2015 Oct 31/2016 Oct 31/17
projected

CASH-Chequing $6,295.92 $6,641.12 $7,452.42 $8,404.24 $7,658.01 $6,668.85
           -petty cash(raffle) $71.75 $85.00 $75.00 $123.55 20 20
GIC $5,000.00 $5,087.50 $5,156.18 $5,236.10 $5,296.48 $5,352.09

LIABILITIES $0.00 0.00 -$50.47

TOTAL ASSETS $11,367.67 $11,813.62 $12,683.60 $13,713.42 $12,974.49 $12,040.94

Change -$621.95 $445.95 $869.98 $1,029.82 -$738.93



BRAGS 2016 YEAR END AND 2017 BUDGET NOTES 

 

1. There were 6 paid speakers in 2015-2016. 
2. Needed more cheques 
3. Plant sale float 
4. We had not donated all the monies budgeted in 2013 and 2014 
5. Christmas basket and farewell gift for June Dodson 
6. One-time increase to offset Brian Minter talk (falls into 2016-2017 fiscal year) 


