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Invasive Plants

by the Greater Vancouver Invasive Plant Council (www.gvipc.ca)
Invasive plants are plant species that are not native to our region.
They tend to grow rapidly, spread quickly and widely (through fruits,
seeds or roots) and can grow just about anywhere. Because these
species did not evolve here, we don’t have the controls (insects,
viruses, fungi, rusts) that keep them in check in their own part of the
world. You might think of them as “super weeds”. Invasive plants can
be pretty. They may be sold in garden stores. They may be familiar
faces in your own garden. But when they escape to the wild, they can
cause havoc. Invasive plants are problematic because they
outcompete and displace native plants that wildlife depend on.
They can alter water flow and lead to erosion and/or less available
water. Some create and increased fire hazard. Some contain
substances that are toxic to people and animals.
Invasive plants spread due to improper disposal of garden
waste. Although it might seem like a good idea to “recycle” your garden
debris into a natural area, what you’re really doing is introducing plants
that can smother, choke and otherwise ruin parks, greenways and other
greenspace needed by wildlife – and enjoyed by people. They also
spread by unintentional dispersal by direct growth or seed. Many
invasive plants are rapid-growing and fast-spreading. English ivy, for
example, can spread up to 4.5 metres in a single year. Many invasive
plants are prolific seed producers. One purple loosestrife plant, for
example, can produce 3 million seeds! These can then be dispersed by
water, people, animals, vehicles, etc. to new areas. Lastly, the common
mistakes done by gardeners, we often introduce them as garden
ornamental. Many invasive plants got their start in someone’s garden.
Most were exotics brought from other parts of the world. But here, they
don’t have the same natural predators or checks to keep them under
control and they literally go wild.
People buy invasive plants because they can be pretty, but the
problems they cause are not. Yellow flag is admired for its big
blooms; periwinkle is a pretty ground cover and holly is a Christmas
favourite. But each wreaks havoc in our parks and other natural areas
by displacing native plant species needed by wildlife and/or by altering
water flow, stealing nutrients and sunlight. Invasive plants can be
easy to grow and can grow quickly – but that’s also what makes
them invasive. Sometimes, homeowners looking for a quick solution to
a bare spot will choose a plant lauded as a “fast spreader” or a
“vigorous self-seeder”. Unfortunately, invasive plants tend to spread or
seed themselves right out of your garden and into the parks and natural
spaces nearby. Invasive plants can be readily available – but so are
more appropriate alternative. Many garden centres, supermarkets
and corner stores continue to sell invasive species such as English ivy,
English holly and lamium. But just because something is being sold
doesn’t mean it’s a wise choice. Discriminating consumers who choose
non-invasive alternatives can help change what’s for sale.
List of invasive plants are available at this newsletter insert or at
www.gvipc.ca/images/most_wanted/GVIPC_Inv_plant_list_Dec08.pdf
The following are some simple ways you can help stop the
introduction and spread of invasive plants, and help contribute to the
protection of native plants and their habitat.

!

Be Aware
•

•

Learn to recognize the most common invasive plants in the Greater
Vancouver Region and in your neighbourhood.

Keep an eye out for new invasive plant infestations and report
newly established escapees to your local municipal government or
park official.

Practice Responsible Gardening and Landscaping
• The majority of non-native, invasive plants were introduced as
garden ornamentals. As a gardener and professional landscaper,
you can help prevent the introduction of new invasive plant
species, and help to control the spreading of existing infestations.
• Avoid purchasing or gardening with plants that are known to be
invasive.
• Plant native plants. This is the best way to ensure you won't
spread invasive plants, while helping to support native plant
populations and providing habitat for birds, beneficial insects and
other wildlife. Native plants are also easier to garden with than
exotics because they require less watering, fertilization and pest
control.
• If you must plant non-native species, choose "friendly" alternatives.
Garden centres are beginning to take an active role in promoting
non-invasive garden plants, and most ornamental hybrids are noninvasive. Exercise caution. If you don't know it, don't grow it!
• Avoid growing newly introduced exotic plants, unless they have
been thoroughly evaluated and found to be non-invasive.
• Be especially careful when buying or trading seeds on the internet
or by mail order. Seeds from other parts of the world may be
invasive in your region.
• Avoid "wildflower" seed mixes. These often contain non-native
invasive plants and do not always list all of the species in the mix.
•
Do not use roadside or "wild" plants in gardening or flower
arrangements if you cannot identify them.
•
Dispose of hanging baskets properly. Never throw faded hanging
baskets over the neighbour’s fence or into natural areas.
Abandoned hanging baskets are the source of many weed
infestations in urban areas!
•
Monitor the plants in your garden. Remove plants that look like
they have the potential to spread into the wild, either by aggressive
seed production or rapid vegetative growth. Remove weeds that
sprout beneath your bird feeder.
•
Select non-invasive ground covers for slope retention. There are
lots of beautiful native plants that provide great slope retention and
they won't strangle your trees or invade your neighbour's property.
For suggestions of plants that are effective at slope retention and
preventing soil erosion in the Pacific Northwest visit:
www.ecy.wa.gov
Control Invasive Plants on Your Property
The value of your property can be significantly diminished by a serious
invasive plant infestation, like a blanket of English Ivy. Removal and
control can be costly and you may have to remove and replace choked
trees. Removing these plants will increase your property’s value and
help prevent a major source of invasion into natural areas.
•
Determine whether invasive plants are growing on your property
•
Assess whether infestations on your property can be removed, and
if not, how they can be contained.

•
•
•

Dispose of any plant parts carefully, especially those with seeds
or spores, or plants that spread vegetatively.
Avoid disturbance to natural areas, including clearing of native
vegetation and planting of non-native plants.
Never dump yard clippings into natural areas or parks.

Recreate Responsibly!
Here on the West Coast, we are famous for our beautiful natural
areas. Help protect one of our greatest assets with the following
simple steps.
Travelling
Always inform Customs of any plants or plant parts that you bring into
or out of Canada.
Hiking and Camping
•
Wash your boots before hiking in a new area.
•
Avoid disturbing natural areas. Stay on established trails.
•
Do not pick wildflowers and take them home.
•
If you have been in a weed infested area, clean seeds from your
equipment and clothing before continuing on your travels.
•
Clean the mud off your mountain bike or all terrain vehicle after
each use.
Boating and Fishing
•
Wash down your boat and equipment before boating in a new
waterway.
•
If you boat where known invasive aquatic plants, like Eurasian
milfoil, are established, wash your boat and equipment with hot
tap water or dry it out for at least 5 days before boating in
another waterway.
•
Never transport aquatic plants or water (including aquarium
water) from one body of water to another.

Next Meeting: Wed., Feb. 3, 2010
Hellebores by Ray Beckhurst
Proprietor of Jenray Nurseries (19429 62A Avenue, Surrey V3S 7L7,
604-530-8226, Specialty: hellebores, perennials) Hybridizer of
Hellebores and other plant material.
The meeting starts at 7 pm, Burnaby Village Museum, Main Building,
on 2nd floor. Refreshments are served. All are welcome. Don’t forget
to bring your own mug to avoid wasting styrofoam cups! Annual
membership cost $12. Members share various gardening interests
and enjoy 10% discount of regularly priced items at GardenWorks
and special price for taking day courses at UBC (see Out and About
section) by presenting their membership cards.

Poem for those who enjoy being in the garden:
The Garden by Andrew Marvell (1621-1678)
How vainly men themselves amaze
To win the palm, the oak, or bays ;
And their uncessant labors see
Crowned from some single herb or tree,
Whose short and narrow-vergèd shade
Does prudently their toils upbraid ;
While all the flowers and trees do close
To weave the garlands of repose.
Fair Quiet, have I found thee here,
And Innocence, thy sister dear!
Mistaken long, I sought you then
In busy companies of men :
Your sacred plants, if here below,
Only among the plants will grow ;

Society is all but rude,
To this delicious solitude.
No white nor red was ever seen
So amorous as this lovely green ;
Fond lovers, cruel as their flame,
Cut in these trees their mistress' name.
Little, alas, they know or heed,
How far these beauties hers exceed!
Fair trees! wheresoe'er your barks I wound
No name shall but your own be found.
When we have run our passion's heat,
Love hither makes his best retreat :
The gods who mortal beauty chase,
Still in a tree did end their race.
Apollo hunted Daphne so,
Only that she might laurel grow,
And Pan did after Syrinx speed,
Not as a nymph, but for a reed.
What wondrous life is this I lead!
Ripe apples drop about my head ;
The luscious clusters of the vine
Upon my mouth do crush their wine ;
The nectarine and curious peach
Into my hands themselves do reach ;
Stumbling on melons as I pass,
Insnared with flowers, I fall on grass.
Meanwhile the mind, from pleasure less,
Withdraws into its happiness :
The mind, that ocean where each kind
Does straight its own resemblance find ;
Yet it creates, transcending these,
Far other worlds, and other seas ;
Annihilating all that's made
To a green thought in a green shade.
Here at the fountain's sliding foot,
Or at some fruit-tree's mossy root,
Casting the body's vest aside,
My soul into the boughs does glide :
There like a bird it sits and sings,
Then whets and combs its silver wings ;
And, till prepared for longer flight,
Waves in its plumes the various light.
Such was that happy garden-state,
While man there walked without a mate :
After a place so pure and sweet,
What other help could yet be meet!
But 'twas beyond a mortal's share
To wander solitary there :
Two paradises 'twere in one
To live in Paradise alone.
How well the skillful gard'ner drew
Of flowers and herbs this dial new ;
Where from above the milder sun
Does through a fragrant zodiac run ;
And, as it works, th' industrious bee
Computes its time as well as we.
How could such sweet and wholesome hours
Be reckoned but with herbs and flowers!
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Future Speakers
•
•
•
•

March 3, 2010 Brad Jalbert: Power point presentation on Roses and hands-on pruning
Demonstration. Brad Jalbert is the owner and hybridizer of Select Roses. For information on Select
Roses go www.selectroses.ca
April 7, 2010 Pam Erikson: New Introductions. Owner and Hybridizer of Erikson Daylillies. For
information on Erikson Daylillies go to www.plantlovers.com/erikson
May 5, 2010 Bob Tuckey: Growing Vegetables in ground and containers. Proprietor of the Natural
Gardener. For information on Bob Tuckey and The Natural Gardener go to www.thenatural-gardener.com
June 2, 2010 Judy Newton: The Summer Garden. Judy Newton is Former special education assistant
with U.B.C Botanical Garden.

!any "anks # Adam Gibbs for "e wonder$l presenta%on of
&arden Pho#graphy at our last mee%ng on January 6. For more
information and more stunning pictures, please visit
'ww.adamgibbs.c(

Out and About

Feb. 13 and 27, Sat. 10am-2pm at WISE Hall, 1882 Adanac Street at Victoria Drive. Shop local in the Winter

& Spring at our bi-weekly Winter Market . Alternate Saturdays. Next dates: Mar. 13, 27, Apr. 10, 24

Feb. 14 and 28, Sat. 10am-2pm Winter Farmers Markets at Port Moody Recreation Complex, 300 Ioco Rd.,
Port Moody. Fresh produce, bread meats, and fish. Crafts and homemade jams, jellies and pies. Next dates:
Mar. 14, 28, Apr 11, 25.
Gardening Series Courses at UBC Botanical Garden (advance registration required)
• Pruning by Roy Jonsson, Sat. Feb.6, 9:30am-12 pm, $33 for garden members, $40 for non-members
• Spring Garden Tips by Roy Jonsson, Sat. Mar. 6, 10am-12pm, $33 for garden members, $40 for nonmembers
• Organic Gardening by Linda Gilkeson, Sat., May 1, 9:30am-4:30pm, $50 for garden members, $55 for
non-members
• Espalier by Tony Maniezzo, Fri., June 11, 2010, 1- 3pm, $33 for garden members, $40 for non-members
Gardening Series noon lectures at UBC Botanical Garden, $5 each, 12 pm - 1 pm
• Basics of Plant Propagation by Ingrid Hoff, Mon., February 8, 2010
• Cherry Blossoms of Vancouver by Douglas Justice, Mon., March 22, 2010
To register: call (604) 822-3928 (please have your credit card on hand), email the botg@interchange.ubc.ca
with the course you are interested in and your phone number, and you will be contacted for the credit card
information or in person at the UBC Botanical Garden Office, 6804 SW Marine Drive, between 8:30 AM and
4:00 PM weekdays
VanDusen Cedar Series Lectures - Floral Hall, VanDusen Botanical Garden, 5251 Oak St., Vancouver.
Admission fee is $15 per lecture or $25 for three lectures for VBG non-members. Contact 604.878.9821
(automated phone registration)
• Thurs. Feb. 11, 2010: What's New, What's Hot & What's Not! by Brian Minter, Minter Gardens. Brian
Minter will present some of the hottest new plant introductions for 2010. He will also review plants that
retain an enduring public appeal; and those plants that have not outlived their ‘Best Before’ dates.
•
Thurs. Mar 11, 2010: Chasing Wild Orchids and other Botanical Adventures in Western Australia by
photographer Ron Long. Journey through Western Australia’s vast size and extraordinary diversity of
plant life. Ron uses hundreds of beautiful photographs to illustrate and discuss this utterly fascinating part
of the Australian continent. He was a professional photographer at Simon Fraser University for 36 years,
half of which was exclusively for the Biological Sciences Department.
•
Thurs Apr. 8, 2010 Across the Grain: The Nature of Wood by Dr. Jack Fisher, Fairchild Tropical
Botanical Garden. Pine, mahogany, purpleheart, oak – they are all unique in their appearance. But what
exactly makes the colour and grain in wood? Get a little insight into the inner workings of trees through the
experienced eyes of a botanist and long-time woodturner. Dr. Fisher spent 37 years as Senior Research
Scientist at Fairchild Tropical Botanic Garden in Miami, where he specialized in the structure and function
of tropical plants. He was also a visiting professor at the University of Guelph, National University of
Singapore, and an Associate Editor for the Canadian Journal of Botany. Dr. Fisher is now retired and
finishing a reference book on palm anatomy

Invasive Plants in Greater Vancouver
Invasive plants are non-native or alien plant species capable of causing environmental or economic harm by disrupting
native ecosystems, agricultural crops, or other managed landscapes such as roads or utility rights-of-way. The
following diagram summarizes the invasion process, including increasing impacts and the decreasing likelihood of
successful eradication with time, as well as the appropriate management actions associated with each phase. The
GVIPC promotes the active management of invasive plant species in Greater Vancouver at all stages of the invasion
process.

(Diagram by Raincoast Applied Ecology and courtesy of the City of Coquitlam's Invasive Plant Strategy, 2008.)

In Greater Vancouver, there are a number of invasive plants to be aware of, at various stages of invasion. Our current
and potential most problematic invaders in the Metro Vancouver region are provided in three lists based on their
progress in the invasion process:
Established invasive plants are widespread and abundant across the landscape. These plants are sometimes
described as “naturalized” in the region though their impacts on natural areas are often great. Management is focused
on reducing their impact at key sites and controlling further spread as successful eradication is unlikely.
Canada thistle
common morning-glory (syn. hedge bindweed)
English hawthorn (syn. common hawthorn)
Scotch broom
knotweed
English ivy
English holly
policeman's helmet (syn. Himalayan balsam)
yellow flag iris
yellow lamium
purple dead-nettle
purple loosestrife
Eurasion water-milfoil
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Cirsium arvense
Convolvulus sepium
Crataegus monogyna
Cytisus scoparius
Fallopia species and hybrids (syn. Polygonum spp.)
Hedera helix and Helix hibernica (and varieties)
Ilex aquifolium
Impatiens glandulifera
Iris pseudacorus
Lamiastrum galeobdolon (syn. Lamium galeobdolon)
Lamium purpureum
Lythrum salicaria
Myriophyllum spicatum
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reed canary grass
creeping buttercup
Himalayan blackberry
evergreen blackberry
European bittersweet
common tansy

Phalaris arundinacea
Ranunculus repens
Rubus armeniacus (syn. Rubus discolor)
Rubus laciniatus
Solanum dulcamara
Tanacetum vulgare

Emerging invasive plants are currently found in isolated, sparse populations but are rapidly expanding their range
within the region. Management is aimed at containing or eliminating populations and minimizing spread to new areas.
Early detection and rapid response to new invaders can lead to their successful eradication.
red maple
goutweed (syn. Bishop’s weed, ground elder)
horse-chestnut
bugleweed
wild chervil
butterfly bush
diffuse knapweed
spotted knapweed
wild clematis (syn. traveller's joy)
orchardgrass
Daphne-laurel
wild carrot (syn. Queen Anne’s Lace)
giant hogweed
orange hawkweed
velvetgrass
common hop
small touch-me-not
parrotweed (syn. parrotfeather)
Himalayan knotweed
cherry-laurel
tansy ragwort
European mountain-ash
English cordgrass (syn. common cordgrass)
gorse
common periwinkle (syn. vinca)

Acer rubrum
Aegopodium podagraria
Aesculus hippocastanum
Ajuga reptans
Anthriscus sylvestris
Buddleja davidii
Centaurea diffusa
Centaurea maculosa
Clematis vitalba
Dactylis glomerata
Daphne laureola
Daucus carota
Heracleum mantegazzianum
Hieracium aurantiacum
Holcus lanatus
Humulus lupulus
Impatiens parviflora
Myriophyllum aquaticum
Polygonum polystachyum
Prunus laurocerasus
Senecio jacobaea
Sorbus aucuparia
Spartina anglica
Ulex europaeus
Vinca minor

Future invasive plants have yet to invade the region, or are very rare, but their climatic and habitat preferences,
current range expansion, and invasive qualities make them likely invaders to the region in the future. Education and
monitoring of potential invasion pathways is important to preventing new introductions.
garlic mustard
false-brome
flowering-rush
yellow starthistle
kudzu
carpet burweed
dense-flowered cordgrass
saltmeadow cordgrass

Allaria petiolata
Brachypodium sylvaticum
Butomus umbellatus
Centaurea solstitialis
Pueraria lobata
Soliva sessilis
Spartina densiflora
Spartina patens

The GVIPC wishes to thank the following contributors to these lists: Jacqueline Shaben, and members of the Science
& Research Committee, especially Nick Page and Patrick Lilley.
Developed by the Greater Vancouver Invasive Plant Council
(604) 880-8358 info@gvipc.ca www.gvipc.ca
Version 1, Last updated 12/09

Page 2

