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From Our President -

Well, it looked like it might never happen, but spring has finally
arrived. Before the snow was even melted, my snowdrops were
in bloom and the witch hazel in full glory. Crocus tomassinianus
in the lawn shone through patches of snow too, and the winter
jasmine has another flush of blooms. Narcissus and tulip leaves
are well up and we can again snicker at our frozen Eastern
friends.
Even though it’s too wet to start real gardening, most of us have
been doing some clean up and checking the garden to see what
made it through the cold weather and winter storms. Because
I’m moving this year but was unable to resist buying new plants, I
had a lot of stuff in pots and containers but most of it is OK. I’m
also eyeing the garden to see what I’m taking with me.
Strangely, it’s the Crocus I’ll miss the most. Frozen out or rained
to mush many years, on a sunny day they make huge patches of
glowing purples. Not much in the garden has survived the dogs
and 60-hour work weeks, but they are thriving.
Although like most of the things I want to take with me these are
easily replaced, I’ll be potting the crocuses and others of my
favorites and dragging them along. The snowdrops and Siberian
Iris have followed me from house to house since my first garden
when I was about 10, along with peonies and Crocosmia
originally from my mother’s garden, given to her by one of
Burnaby’s pioneer families. The previous owner of this garden
left me true-blue Pulmonaria which started a love affair with this
plant family, as well as some climbing roses that are going to be
dug up come hell or high water. The mature rhodos and mosscovered apple trees will have to be left behind – hopefully some
will be spared by the developer. The sadness at leaving some
great plants is balanced by the excitement of starting a new
garden and hopefully finding a place for a small greenhouse.
And a pond!
Spring is definitely the right time of year for new projects and
plans. Many of you are starting to feel the itch to get out in the
garden and are getting excited about new plants and ideas.
Don’t forget to share some of that excitement with fellow Brags
members – we want to hear your new ideas. Throw out lots of
ideas, crazy or not: new plants, speakers, nurseries, trips,
projects, whatever! The club has a great group of friendly and
interested people and we all want to hear what you have to say.
Happy Gardening!

Susan Brandl
President

Primula elatior

My Favorite Plant, today . . .
In my garden, springtime means Primulas! When I was very
young I was given a primula for my birthday and ever since then,
I just love all primulas. My favorite plant, today, is Primula elatior.
This hardy perennial is truly a woodland gem.
By the middle of January the foliage has started to show. The
hairy, slightly crinkled leaves form a tight clump in a basal
rosette. They slowly grow over the next months eventually
reaching about 8” in length. The flower stalk comes from the
centre of the rosette. When it emerges, you can already see the
tiny flower buds. The flower stalk will eventually reach about 8”,
but the flowers rarely wait until then to start opening. There are
about 10-12 soft yellow tubular flowers per flower stalk. They are
very slightly pendulant and if you bend all the way down you will
find that they are slightly fragrant. In my garden, Primula elatior
is usually blooming by the beginning of March. The
flowers open one by one and last several weeks.
Also know as an Oxlip, this primula prefers a wood- land location.
It grows best in rich, moist humusy soil in part sun. It will grow in
full sun with sufficient moisture, but does not look as good later in
the summer if it dries out. These small primulas are great
underneath hostas – by the time the primula
looks ratty and ‘done’ for the season, the hosta takes all the
attention. There is indeed a promise of spring as Primula elatior
is blooming.
Diane Alllison

IPM (Integrated Pest Management)
Weed Control & Prevention
The old saying "an ounce of prevention is worth a
pound of cure" is never truer than when it comes to
weed control. We need to keep existing weeds from
spreading in our gardens and at the same time
prevent new ones from moving in.
This is easier said than done when you consider how
cleverly weeds find their way past the garden gate.
Many weeds are introduced most innocently by seed
floating on the wind, stuck to animals' fur or people's
clothing or deposited in bird droppings. Not
infrequently, weed seeds, roots or even the weeds
themselves are present in the soil of potted plants we
buy from nurseries or receive from friends and
neighbours. Sometimes weed seeds or roots are
trucked in with soil or manure. In all these instances,
regular monitoring is essential. Whenever you see a
suspicious-looking plant, get rid of it.
Finally, be extremely careful to avoid bringing home
new plants with invasive characteristics unless you
have a specific place in mind for them. Among the
most notorious are Japanese Anemone (Anemone x
hybrida), Chameleon Plant (Houttuynia cordata),
Goutweed (Aegopodium podagraria), Lily-of-theValley (Convallaria majalis) and Yarrow (Achillea
millefolium), but there are many more. Besides
scrutinizing plant labels, it's also a good idea to check
out prospective new plants in garden books or on the
web to make sure you're not getting “weeds in
disguise."
Margot Moser
VanDusen Bulletin

New Vista Renovation
Last fall BRAGS gifted the New Vista care facility with
an initial $500 to redo two planters. The time has
come to begin this project and we are looking for
some volunteers to help empty the planters of all the
old plants and mix. These planters are about waist
height so if you have the desire to help, but not the
knees or back to work the ground, this is a perfect
project for you. The facility will be providing disposal
bins so no hauling will be required. If you can spare
an hour or two on Tuesday March 13 at 1:00 pm
please contact Diane at 604-929-8020, or email
xallison@intergate.ca or see me at the next meeting.
Thank you.
Diane

"Many hands make light work"
More volunteers are needed
to help harvest 'offerings' from
three wonderful gardens for this year's Plant Sale.
Here are the tentative dates
(weather permitting):
rd

Saturday March 3
th
Sunday March 4
th
Monday March 5

Saturday March 10th~~Sunday March
11th~~Monday March 12th
The Plant Sale is one of our biggest fundraisers.
Help make this year another great event!

Houttuynia cordata – beautiful invader

If you can help dig and/or pot up some plants-even if it's just for a couple of hours,
please let me know.
Susan McDougall info@brags.ca

BRAGS’ Year
at a Glance
March 7, 2007
Sharon Hanna
Starting Plants from Seed
April 4, 2007
Dave Hutch
Native plants for the Home Garden

Our March Speaker
Sharon Hanna
Sharon Hanna is a writer, master
gardener, vegetable seed specialist
and garden communicator living in
Vancouver. She works seasonally in
an old-fashioned perennial nursery,
and propagates plants in every
possible way. Sharon’s special
interest is nurturing and attracting
beneficial insects.

April 22, 2007
BRAGS Plant Sale
May 2, 2007
Ayuko Inoue
May 6, 2007
Rhododendron Festival
June 6, 2007
Regular Meeting
Speaker to be confirmed
July, 2007
Garden Tour

******************

August, 2007
Picnic
Meetings: 7:00 pm
Burnaby Village Museum
(Discovery Room)
6501 Deer Lake Avenue

*******************
Raffle Committee
Needs a New Co-ordinator
Val Wuensche is ready to turn the
Raffle Table over to someone new –
perhaps you? A special Mother’s Day
raffle will be supervised at the April
and May meetings by Cheryl and
Peter so the new raffle co-ordinator
could start in either March or June. If
you’re interested, talk to Val or Susan
Brandl at the next meeting.
(Phone numbers are in the right hand column).

To be interested in the changing seasons
is a happier state of mind
than to be hopelessly in love with spring.
George Santayana

Have You Heard the News?
BRAGS’ member Carolyn Juhl and
husband Jens’ garden is featured in
the current edition of Gardens West
in a lavish 11-page spread. If you
don’t subscribe to the magazine, try
to get ahold of a copy and read it
for yourself.
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