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From the President . . .
Well, another Rhododendron Festival and another rainy day.
Some years it rains more and some years it rains less but we
always seem to end up with typical spring weather for this event.
True gardeners don’t care though and the show goes on.
We again had a huge number of items for the Silent Auction, a
real drawing card for many people – me included. (Wait till next
year when I’m furnishing a new garden!) And we again shook
our heads over the shenanigans bidders got up to in order to
snag the plant of their dreams. We were particularly glad to see
Helen Reid’s display of antique tools make it this year as so
many people enjoy reminiscing about using those same tools in
their younger years. These two activities kept Studio 103
hopping with viewers.
The Spring Bouquet contest and Rhodo trusses also had many
admirers. With a good selection of commercial nurseries, garden
clubs and the Rhododendron Culture workshop the day was
complete for anyone with an interest in plants. I was very glad to
see how many other clubs came out to the event, especially our
fellow Burnaby clubs. So thanks to the BC Council of Garden
Clubs, the South Burnaby Garden Club, Burnaby Cactus and
Succulents, as well as BC Fuchsia and Begonia Society, Point
Grey Chrysanthemum Association, Water Garden Club,
Vancouver Dahlia Society and the Vancouver Shade Garden
Society. Wish I could join ‘em all.
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More on Botanical Names
There is no question that botanical names identify
each and every plant on earth with total accuracy.
Charming though they may be, common names are
simply too vague to rely on when you want to know
more about a specific plant. Take poppies for
example. So many are in bloom just now, most with
bright colours, cup-shaped flowers and crepe-paper
petals. Like so many common names, ‘poppy’ can
refer to hundreds of different plants. Those large,
flamboyant orange ones are probably Papaver
orientale, one of 70 species in the genus Papaver.
Those smaller orange and yellow poppies that self
seed everywhere are likely Meconopsis cambrica
(Welsh poppy). The genus Meconopsis has 45
species also including the coveted, hard-to-grow
Himalayan blue poppy, Meconopsis betonicifolia.
(Just to prove how confusing common names can be,
M. grandis is also called Himalayan blue poppy.)
Papaver and Meconopsis are not the only genera
whose members are commonly called poppies –
Argemone, Eomecon, Eschscholzia, Glaucium,
Hunnemannia, Hylomecon, Stylophorum are
“poppies” of one sort or another too. Interestingly, all
belong to the botanical Family, Papaveraceae (The
Poppy Family), recognizing the fact that they share
an evolutionary thread.

For non-gardeners (sad people) there were displays of arts,
pottery and crafts, with the opportunity to try some of these for
oneself. There were environmental activities like solar powered
ovens, smart cars and recycling and displays of Burnaby
activities and parks. It was a good time to check out all the
things this area has to offer. Despite the weather more people
splashed along for the tours than last year, with The Eagles
Estate, Art Gallery and gardens featured again this year. And of
course there was a full program of kite-making, planting, facepainting and other activities for kids. With good food and live
entertainment to round out the fun, it really was a great day for
everyone.
Sadly the attendance wasn’t as good as we would have wished
for. We blame the weather but I also think people just don’t know
how many things to do there are. There really is something for
all interests and all ages. Ways to promote the festival will be an
upcoming topic because even when the festival is successful
from BRAGS point of view (that is, we raise lots of money) the
huge effort and support put in by other participants deserve more
of an audience. A highly competitive time of year for people’s
attention, but our festival is worth it.
Susan Brandl

Papaver orientale

From Rimka Laman’s Garden; Photo by husband Gerard Laman
NOTE: This is the last newsletter until September.
Have a great Summer everyone!

My Favorite Plant, today . . .
If I told you that I have a perennial that has produced
hundreds of seedlings in the 12 years I have grown it,
you would probably shudder. I currently have about
50 of these seedlings growing in all corners of my
garden and every one earns its keep. My favourite
plant, today, Aquilegia alpina or Alpine Columbine, is
a wonderful plant that I look forward to every spring.
Alpine Columbine is not a fussy ‘alpine’ plant; it
grows very nicely in a wide variety of soils but, of
course, prefers a moist, well-drained location. In our
area it can take full sun, but also does very well in
part to more than part shade. As with most plants,
the more sun, the more flowers it produces.
The flowers are bluish purple, about 2 inches long,
have stubby inch long spurs and yellow anthers. The
Alpine Columbine has a very long blooming period
usually beginning at the end of April, and continuing
into July. The flowers are pendant until the bees
have done their thing, at which time the flower drops
its petals and the stalk rises until the seedpod is
upright. This is the perfect time to nip off that
seedpod! Of course you can also wait until all the
flowers have finished and then cut them all off at
once. The colour and abundance of flowers makes
this plant well worth the effort of deadheading. Do
leave a few seedpods as you will soon find you want
more!
The foliage is bluish green and remains in a basal
clump. Lest you think this Alpine Columbine is tiny,
let me assure you that it is not – my tallest plant is
34”. It is a mature clump and newer plants are closer
to 14-16”. Columbines tend to be short lived, but
since this is a species it tends to live a bit longer.
Literature still claims it is only a few years, but I still
have the first one I bought and it is still blooming.

Aquilegia alpina

New Vista Report

Special thanks to Joy Makepeace-Smith, Margaret
Griffiths and Rimka Laman for helping with the
planting at the New Vista care home. We filled two
twenty-foot-long planter boxes with an assortment of
perennials and small shrubs and then planted the
gaps with some annuals. Our next step is to get
together with representatives from the centre to
discuss their plans for the deck resurfacing and
fencing. While the planter boxes will definitely be
enjoyed all year round through the plate glass
windows of the resident's dining room, we don't want
to proceed with purchasing the benches until we
have some assurances that the residents will be able
to make use of them this summer. Diane

This plant tucks in all over the garden – under
shrubs, between autumn blooming perennials, over
spring blooming bulbs and even in pots. As with all
columbines, this plant occasionally comes under
attack by leaf miners or tiny green caterpillars. This
doesn’t seem to harm the plant nor does it spread to
other plants. If it bothers you just cut the whole plant
to the ground (hopefully after it has finished
flowering) and it will put on a new flush of foliage.
Diane Allison
Joy Makepeace-Smith – getting ready to plant

BRAGS’ Year
at a Glance

Our June Speaker
Cliff Thorbes

June 6, 2007
Cliff Thorbes
Art in the Garden

Piece by Piece Design is operated by artist
/ designer / horticulturist CliffThorbes and
is based in Vancouver, BC.
Piece by Piece Design creates fabulous
furniture pieces, magnificent mirrors and
funky garden, floor and wall art.

July 15, 2007
Garden Tour
August, 2007
Picnic
September 5, 2007 Meeting*
Slide Show: Burnaby Garden Tour
October 3, 2007 Meeting*
Barbara Fairclough:
Ornamental Grasses in the Landscape
November 7, 2007 Meeting*
Randy Solomon:
Attracting Birds to the Garden

At Piece by Piece Design we are
passionate about garden space as a
natural showcase for art / design and can
assist you with container, balcony and
small space garden design.
Our mission at Piece by Piece Design is to
help you integrate original art into your
home, garden and business spaces,
helping you to make a truly unique and
personal statement. (From: piecebypiece.ca)

December 5, 2007 Meeting*
Agenda to be announced
*Meetings: 7:00 pm
Burnaby Village Museum
(Discovery Room)
6501 Deer Lake Avenue

Tabletop

Burnaby Garden Tour
Sunday, July 15, 2007 ~~ 10am to 4pm
Presented by: Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society
Sponsored by: City of Burnaby
The Garden Tour this year features 7 wonderful gardens from very small to very
large, both formal to informal. Spread the word and be sure to see them all.
Tickets for the 2007 Burnaby Garden Tour will again be available at the following
City of Burnaby locations from mid-June to July 15:
• Confederation Community Centre, 4585 Albert St.
• Cameron Recreation Complex, 9523 Cameron St.
• Bonsor Recreation Complex, 6550 Bonsor Ave.
• Edmonds Community Centre, 7282 Kingsway
• City Hall, 4949 Canada Way
Tickets $10 including self-guided tour "passport" brochure
For more information, call Wendy at 604-937-0556
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