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God Finds Out About Lawn Care
"Winterize your lawn," the big sign outside the garden
store commanded. I've fed it, watered it, mowed it,
raked it and watched a lot of it die anyway. Now I'm
supposed to winterize it? I hope it's too late. Grass
lawns have to be the stupidest thing we've come up with
outside of thong swimsuits! We constantly battle
dandelions, Queen Anne's lace, thistle, violets, chicory
and clover that thrive naturally, so we can grow grass
that must be nursed through an annual four step
chemical dependency.
Imagine the conversation The Creator might have with
St. Francis about this:

"Frank you know all about gardens and nature. What in
the world is going on down there? What happened to the
dandelions, violets, thistle and stuff I started eons ago?
I had a perfect, no maintenance garden plan. Those
plants grow in any type of soil, withstand drought and
multiply with abandon. The nectar from the long-lasting
blossoms attracted butterflies, honey bees and flocks
of songbirds. I expected to see a vast garden of colors
by now. But all I see are these green rectangles."
"It's the tribes that settled there, Lord. The
Suburbanites. They started calling your flowers 'weeds'
and went to great extent to kill them and replace them
with grass."

"Grass? But it's so boring. It's not colorful. It doesn't
attract butterflies, birds and bees, only grubs and sod
worms. It's temperamental with temperatures. Do these
suburbanites really want all that grass growing there?"
"Apparently so, Lord. They go to great pains to grow it
and keep it green. They begin each spring by fertilizing
grass and poisoning any other plant that crops up in the
lawn."

"The spring rains and cool weather probably make grass
grow really fast. That must make the Suburbanites
happy."
"Apparently not, Lord. As soon as it grows a little, they
cut it _ sometimes twice a week."

"They bag it? Why? Is it a cash crop? Do they sell it?"
"No, sir. Just the opposite. They pay to throw it away."

"Now let me get this straight. They fertilize grass so it
will grow. And when it does grow, they cut it off and pay
to throw it away?"
"Yes, sir."

"These Suburbanites must be relieved in the summer when
we cut back on the rain and turn up the heat. That surely
slows the growth and saves them a lot of work."
"You aren't going believe this Lord. When the grass stops
growing so fast, they drag out hoses and pay more money
to water it so they can continue to mow it and pay to get
rid of it."

"What nonsense! At least they kept some of the trees.
That was a sheer stroke of genius, if I do say so myself.
The trees grow leaves in the spring to provide beauty and
shade in the summer. In the autumn they fall to the
ground and form a natural blanket to keep moisture in the
soil and protect the trees and bushes. Plus, as they rot,
the leaves form compost to enhance the soil. It's a natural
circle of life."
"You better sit down, Lord. The Suburbanites have drawn
a new circle. As soon as the leaves fall, they rake them
into great piles and have them hauled away."

"No! What do they do to protect the shrub and tree roots
in the winter and keep the soil moist and loose?"
"After throwing away your leaves, they go out and buy
something they call mulch. They haul it home and spread it
around in place of the leaves."

"And where do they get this mulch?"
"They cut down trees and grind them up."

"Enough! I don't want to think about this anymore. Saint
Catherine, you're in charge of the arts. What movie have
you scheduled for us tonight?"
"Dumb and Dumber, Lord. It's a real stupid movie about..."

"Never mind I think I just heard the whole story."

Source: www.emmitsburg.net/humor/

"They cut it? Do they then bale it like hay?"
"Not exactly, Lord. Most of them rake it up and put it in
bags."

1

The Roof Top Garden
By Kim Taylor

Before:

This past Spring, BRAGS
ventured into a project
that was co-ordinated by
Clare O’Kelly who is the
manager of Volunteer
Resources and Spiritual Care at Burnaby
Hospital and Fellburn Care Centre. She
had the insipiration to revive a
depressed roof top garden on the fourth
floor, in the west wing, at Burnaby
Hospital.
Like the host on Green Force, a program
on HGTV, Clare O’Kelly co-ordinated
resources from our community. The
Auxiliary to Burnaby Hospital donated
the necessary funds to invest in a
perennial garden, and Garden Works
(from whom the plants were purchased)
designed the garden. Joy, Marla, Rimka
and myself volunteered our time to tend
to the plants’ care.

After:

With the assistance of Rimka’s
leadership skills, we each selected a day
to tend to the roof top garden. My day is
Saturday; frequently, during my
gardening time, I have received warm
expressions of gratitude from patients,
visitors, and Burnaby Hospital staff. It
has been a pleasure (and continues to
be) to witness the birth of a garden that
provides a place for Burnaby Hospital
staff to rejuvenate, and for frail patients
to feel the sun’s warmth. For the visitor,
the garden provides a serene
environment that juxtaposes a possible
stressful and confusing moment in one’s
life.

NOTICE OF
AGM
Our Annual General Meeting will be
held at 7:30 PM, Wednesday,
December 2, 2008, in the Discover
Room at Burnaby Village Museum.
If the meeting cannot be held at this
time, it will be rescheduled for the
following Wednesday at the same
time.

From Clare O’Kelly’s vision, the coordinated efforts of BRAGS, and the
profit and not-for-profit organizations, a
garden that welcomes all is flourishing.
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November Meeting
Wed., November 5, 2008

“Soil Ecosystem”
By Stan Kazymerchyk, Holticulte
Instructor at Kwantlen University.

Nominations!
Nominations!
Nominations!

by Cheryl Fiddis & Lois Brown,
In the last talk, Conway Lum gave a
list of the fall/winter container recipe: Nominations Committee
- Brassica olenaceae var. acephala
‘Tuscan Black’ “Kale Tuscan Black” Well now, we have got the Federal election
- Hakonechloa macra ‘Beni-kaze’
out of the way and a little breather before the
“Beni-Kaze Hakone Grass”
Municipal contests. It is time to concentrate
- Gaultheria procumbens
on the REALLY IMPORTANT matter of
‘Wintergreen’
BRAGS’ upcoming annual general meeting
- Ophiopagon planiscapus
‘Nigrescens’
and the election of our leadership for the
- Erica x darleyensis ‘Mary Helen’
coming year.
“Mary Helen Heather”
- Muehlenbeckia complexa
As you know, nominations may be made in
“Big Leaf Wire Vine”
November to replace the retiring officers.
- Viola “Yellow Pansy”
- 16 inch wine basket
According to BRAGS by-laws, no one may
- Planter box mix (20 littre)
occupy the same position for more than two
- Transplant solution
consecutive years. This prevents the problem
- 14-14-14 slow release fertilizer
- Landscape fabric (approx 2 ft x 2 ft) of one or two people gaining inordinate
power by continuing indefinitely in the same
- “Wilt-prut” spray
- Cedar boughs
position. However, it is also reassurance to
- Assorted bulbs e.g. crocus, narcissus, anyone considering taking on a job. You can
snowdrop

retire gracefully after serving a two-year
term.

Thank You
To Kim Taylor, Cheryl Fiddis, and Lois
Brown for contributing articles to this
edition of the BRAGS Newsletter.
Contributions from Members are always
welcome.

The healthy continuity of BRAGS depends
on people pitching in – taking on leadership
for one or two years. Please consider
carefully whether or not you might fill one of
New gardening books @
the positions. Also, look around at your
Burnaby Public Library
Garden bugs of British Columbia :
friends and colleagues. Perhaps you’ll spot
gardening to attract, repel and control someone who is reluctant to put him or
by Janice Elmhirst, Ken Fry and Doug herself forward – someone with the ability
Macaulay. Metrotown, McGill,
we need. Make the suggestion; get
Kingsway, Cameron
permission; find a second person to sign the
Encyclopedia of planting
nomination form; and hand it in!
combinations by Tony Lord
Metrotown, McGill, Cameron

Lois will have forms at the November
meeting and will be delighted to receive
nominations. We are much encouraged by
the one we have already received.

Shrubs and small trees by Simon
Akeroyd. Cameron

Out and About
Nov 8, 9 (Sat, Sun)
"Chrysanthemum Late Show" Pt
Grey Chrysanthemum Society, Sat
noon to 4pm, Sun 10am to 4pm VBG
Floral Hall. Free Admission.
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Again, the positions to be filled are president,
vice-president, treasurer, publicity,
membership, fundraising, and Rhodofest.
Our current nomination is of a member
willing to chair the membership committee.


