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Japan In November
~ secret gardens discovered by Verna Adamson

On a recent trip to Japan in November, we were
amazed at the displays of chrysanthemums in the
public heritage sites. Displays included perfect
specimens carefully trained upright in precise rows,
some as huge as a child’s head, others tiny and
delicate.
Many mums were trained onto frames to make living
objects such as fans and abstract shapes.
Bonsai made of chrysanthemums were very beautiful
and showy. Many had their roots exposed over large
rocks, in the traditional form. The majority of the
bonsai were at the perfect stage of anticipation with
the buds just starting to peak open, but a few were
fully in bloom, making the most spectacular display
of colour and texture.
The gardens and countryside were full of Japanese
maples turning orange and red, persimmons and
Japanese oranges hung on trees, while some
camellias were in bloom – it really was a spectacular
season to visit!
~ Thank you Verna for sharing!
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The leprechaun, a Celtic fairy, has become the chief
symbol for this holiday. The shamrock is the ancient
symbol for the triple goddess Brigit.

Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net
We would love to have more members share their
‘secrets’ and garden thoughts. If you have been on a
trip, please share some highlights with us!

Saint Patrick’s Day…

Here!in!Canada,!everyone!loves!to!be!Irish!for!one!
day!and!most!celebrate!March!17th!by!wearing!
their!green.!!The!garden!centres!are!filled!with!
small!pots!of!shamrocks,!ensuring!that!everyone!
can!take!home!some!‘luck!of!the!Irish’.!!!
Don’t!forget!to!plant!your!shamrocks!in!your!
garden!afterwards…they!are!very!hardy!and!will!
bloom!for!years!to!come.!!Happy!St.!Patrick’s!Day!!

Not very many people know the history of St.
Patrick’s Day. St. Patrick is known as the patron
saint of Ireland, although St. Patrick was not born
Irish.
St. Patrick was born in the latter half of the 4th
century AD. There is not an exact year or place of his
birth, which is said to be in either Scotland or Roman
England.
Patrick was the son of Calpurnius, a Roman-British
army officer. He grew up as naturally as other kids in
Britain. One day a band of pirates landed in south
Wales and kidnapped this boy along with many
others. Then they sold him into slavery in Ireland.
He was there, mostly imprisoned, for six years. This
was when he dreamed of having seen God. Legend
says he was then told by God to escape in a getaway
ship.
After he escaped, he went to Britain and then France.
When he got there, he joined a monastery and studied
under St. Germain, the bishop of Auxerre. He spent
about 12 years training.
Once he became a bishop he dreamed that the Irish
were calling him back to Ireland to tell them about
God. He went to Ireland, with the pope’s blessings,
and there he converted the Gaelic Irish, who were
mostly pagans, to Christianity.
St. Patrick’s doctrine is considered orthodox. By the
end of the 7th century St. Patrick had become a
legendary figure.
He used the three-leafed shamrock to explain the
concept of the Trinity, which is the combination of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
St. Patrick’s mission in Ireland lasted over 20 years,
and he died on March 17, AD 461. That day has been
referred to as St. Patrick’s Day ever since.

Rhodofest Is Coming!
~ Sunday, May 6, 2012
Calling all volunteers: We need you more than ever
for the 2012 Rhodofest/Plant Sale! Volunteers are
the life blood of BRAGS and we cannot continue to
have a presence at Rhodofest without them. Any
commitment to help, no matter how small, would be
very much appreciated. Please sign up at the March
meeting, or contact one of the following:
Rhodofest:
Wendy Thompson 604-420-6513 or
wthompson868@gmail.com
June Dodson 604-939-2597 or junedodson@shaw.ca
Plant Sale:
Lanny Hui 604-415-4564 or p_lanny@yahoo.com

Invasive Plants
– Cut them out!
~ InfoBurnaby Winter 2012

In keeping with our speaker topic this month, this
article appeared in our most recent InfoBurnaby
publication, and is worth a re-visit.
Although garden growth slows down in the fall and
winter, invasive plant management is something City
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of Burnaby residents should be mindful of the entire year.
To learn more about identifying, removing and controlling invasive plants in
your garden, attend the City’s “Cut it Out” workshop series, scheduled for
April 2012. Register now through the City’s Webreg:
webreg.city.burnaby.bc.ca.
When clearing your garden, be cautious of composting invasive plant waste.
Invasive plant seeds and plant parts often survive composting and will spread
quickly. Make sure invasive plant waste is bagged separately and disposed of
as garbage. English Ivy, Common Periwinkle and English Holly are
examples of invasive plant species that stay green and can be removed all
year. In the spring, be watchful of Giant Hogweed and Knotweed species,
with their great heights and distinctive leaves and flowers. These two species
are regional concerns for personal safety and environmental reasons.
Residents are asked to keep a look out for these plants and remove them
immediately from their yards.
For more information on the workshops, or about how to identify and remove
common invasive plants, go to: www.burnaby.ca/invasive-species, telephone
604-294-7690, or email invasiveplants@burnaby.ca.

BRAGS Membership/Meetings
Annual membership cost $12. Members share various gardening interests and
enjoy 10% discount of regularly priced items at Garden Works by presenting
their membership cards.
All meetings start at 7 pm at the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building,
2nd floor. It’s centrally located and there is ample parking. Refreshments are
served. All are welcome. Bring your own mug to be eco-friendly!

Upcoming Meetings/Local Happenings
March 7, 2012
Tasha Murray, Coordinator of the Invasive Plant Council of Metro
Vancouver, will give a talk on invasive plants.!!
Invasive plants are out-competing native plants, disrupting wildlife habitat
and taking over our home gardens and parks. Learn why these plants are so
harmful, how to recognize our worst local invaders and what is being done in
the region to manage them.

March 24, 25 – Saturday & Sunday
The Vancouver Orchid Society is holding their 2012 Orchid Show & Plant
Sale at Van Dusen Gardens, located at Oak & 37th. Admission: $7, or $6 for
Seniors & Students.

March 31, Saturday - 10 am – 11:30 am #

Organic Vegetable Gardening Workshop #
The Land Conservancy of BC, Eagles Estate Heritage Garden, #
5655 Sperling Avenue, Burnaby
Cost: $20 for non-members, $15 for TLC members
Advance registration is required. Please contact Lynsey Dobbie, Head
Gardener, The Land Conservancy of BC at 604 733 2313 or
ldobbie@conservancy.bc.ca to register.

