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Rhodofest Is Coming!
~ Sunday, May 6, 2012

appreciated, as long as they are healthy and noninvasive.
The wish list is available at:
http://brags.ca/forms_files/plantsale2007a.pdf
or contact me if you would prefer a copy by mail.
Please let me know as soon as you can:
- How many plants you are donating, so we can
estimate how much space we need.
- Plant species (common or Latin names), to make
sure that I have the picture of each plant during the
sale.
- If you need help with digging plants, pots or soil, or
help with transferring the plants.
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The 24th annual Rhododendron Festival will be here
soon! Rhodofest is a fun, family-oriented event held
annually at the Shadbolt Centre and Deer Lake Park
in Burnaby. The Festival offers many information
booths, vendors and entertainment for the enjoyment
of the whole family. This year we are again hosting
and contributing a combined Silent Auction and Plant
Sale. The proceeds of these two events will be
awarded to worthy environmental and beautification
projects in Burnaby. We need a lot of volunteers
prior to the event, the day before the event and on the
day of the Festival. The more volunteers we have,
the less work there is for each of them to do. The
tasks are not difficult (i.e. distributing posters,
picking up and organizing plants, skirting tables,
directing traffic, cashiering, answering questions,
cleanup). If you have not already signed up, and
would like to volunteer an hour or two of your time,
please contact Wendy Thompson at 604-420-6513 or
email her at wthompson868@gmail.com or June
Dodson 604-939-2597 or junedodson@shaw.ca.

…Plant Sale at Rhodofest!

!

We are still accepting plant donations for the sale,
and wish to thank those who are have already
confirmed donations. If you (or your neighbours, or
someone you know), are thinking of ‘relocating’
some plants, let us know! Any donation would be

Naming the plants
We want to avoid using plastic knives this year to
reduce waste. Instead we plan to use markers and
masking tape or labels, and apply them directly onto
the pots.
Please label them as you pot them and place the
potted plants in a protected area so that the labels will
not be impacted by the rain. Labeling ahead of time
will also help reduce the amount of work to be done
by volunteers the day before the festival.
Storage
It would be ideal if you can store the plants until the
day before the sale. Let me know if you need to
make different arrangements.
The day before the Rhodofest/Plant sale
Please sign-up with Wendy Thompson if you can
help with sorting, placing, and pricing the plants the
day before the plant sale. We are going to price the
plants using the colour-coded popsicle sticks as in
previous years. You’ll need to bring:
• gloves
• plant shears
• rags
• plant trays (if you have some)
Leftover plants
If we have any leftover plants, we plan to donate
them to Burnaby Village Museum. I will need help

with transferring the plants from Shadbolt. If you
know of any school or local community garden in
Burnaby that could use some plants, please let me
know! Thank you!
Lanny Hui, 604-415-4564 p_lanny@yahoo.com
!

BRAGS Positions to fill…
We still have a few vacant positions to fill in order to
make our club run smoothly. The roles of Publicity
and Refreshments require someone to take over. The
existing team for Rhodofest agreed to carry on for the
2012 festival, but this position needs filling for future
years. How about YOU?
Thanks to Faye who has stepped up to take over the
raffle desk!
Thanks to Susan who has stepped up to take on the
Treasurer role!
Additionally, we require a ‘non-member’ to audit the
books for 2011. If you know of someone who has a
‘finance’ background who would be willing to
perform the audit, please let Verna know.

BRAGS Membership/Meetings
Annual membership cost $12. Members share various
gardening interests and enjoy a 10% discount on
regularly priced items at Garden Works by presenting
their membership cards.
All meetings start at 7 pm at the Burnaby Village
Museum, - Main Building, 2nd floor. It’s centrally
located and there is ample parking. Refreshments are
served. All are welcome. Bring your own mug to be
eco-friendly!

Westcoast Seeds Field Trip:
Update
Our ‘field trip’ to Westcoast Seeds on February 25th
was attended by 9 members and guests who braved
the very windy day for the trip to Ladner. Mark
Macdonald covered all aspects of tomato growing
and more with his very informative ‘classroom’ talk.
Mark MacDonald is the resident garden expert, and
his work with WCS is varied. He manages seed

trials, writes the comprehensive WCS catalogue and
seed package info, maintains the website, and is the
photographer for both the catalogue and the website.
Mark also consults with farmers and gardeners.
WCS was launched 29 years ago as Territorial Seeds
based in Oregon. The company promotes organic
seeds which are resistant to pests and can grow in the
west coast area. Gardening without chemicals is also
promoted.
!
Mark gave us a brief history of the tomato which is!
native to South and Central America, and was once
thought to be poisonous.
Getting Started:
Start the seeds indoors during the 2nd week of March
into April, using a heat mat. This increases the temp
of the soil and speeds up germination - 10 days.
Use plastic cell flats - 1 seed per cell, and a sterilized
starter mix. Provide lots of light, and when the seeds
have germinated, remove the pad. Maintain the
indoor temperature at 60 degrees. As you are
transplanting the seedling increase the pot/depth of
soil.
The plant should be healthy and robust before
transplanting outdoors – ideally they should be in 5
gallon containers.
When transplanting outdoors use 4-4-4 Gaia Green
All-Purpose Fertilizer Top the plant in July again
with fertilizer.
Transplanting outdoors usually occurs in late May
when the nighttime temperatures are 60 degrees.
Low nighttime temperatures can stress the plant
causing it to die.
!!
Outdoor Planting Tips:
To avoid blight (fungal disease) do not plant out in
the open.
Plants should be kept in a sheltered area under cover,
such as an under an overhang or in a greenhouse.
Ensure the leaves do not touch the covering.
Avoid rain and condensation.
Tomato plants like even moisture. If flooded with
water the fruit may split.
Do not place plants too close together. They need air
circulation.
Support vine tomato plants by attaching a cord to the
base of the plant then to the roof overhang. The vine
will wrap around the cord as it grows.
Finally, be sure to pick your tomatoes as soon as they
have ripened as the sugars have now developed and
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they will be perfect for eating!
Each May WCS sells 25 types of tomato plants at their store.
Visit their website for more information @ www.westcoastseeds.com.
Thanks to Rosemarie who arranged the pre-registration and visit to WCS!
Stay tuned for more trips around metro Vancouver!

A Tomato Poem
Tomato so juicy so firm and so round
I can hardly believe you came from the ground.
Filled with vitamins light and love
My pallet delights again
In my mouth you I shove
~from everypoet.net (author not listed)
!

Upcoming Meetings/Local Happenings
April 4th, 2012, BRAGS Meeting
Ric Erickson, Beekeeper from BeeFriendly.ca located in North Vancouver,
will talk about beekeeping. This should prove a timely topic with spring just
around the corner. Visit their website for more information at:
www.BeeFriendly.ca .

May 2nd, 2012, BRAGS Meeting
Emily Budinski, a self-described ‘hortaholic’, will share her more than 40
years of experience in growing herbs. From growing conditions, to what you
can grow in your own backyard. Varieties of herbs, annuals/bi-annuals,
usage, how to start herbs from seed, growing herbs indoors/outdoors, herbs in
the winter…herbs, herbs, herbs! Everything you need to know about herbs!

June 6, 2012, BRAGS Meeting
Get ready for a lively & informative presentation by Derek Matthews from
the Vancouver Avian Research Centre. His amazing bird photos have
captivated audiences and inspired novice and professional birders alike.
Visit the website at: www.birdvancouver.com for more details.

April 14th & 15th, 2012
The Vancouver Dahlia Society’s annual Tuber Sale will be held 1-4 pm each
day in the Floral Hall, VanDusen Botanical Gardens, 37th and Oak Street,
Vancouver, B.C.
For information contact Evelyn at 604-437-8395 or visit:
www.vancouverdahliasociety.com.

Garden Quote:
“Spring makes its own statement, so loud and clear that the gardener seems
to be the only one of the instruments, not the composer”.
~ Geoffrey B. Charlesworth

