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Desert Secret Gardens:
Palm Springs in April
~ Cheryl Fiddis

As much as I love spring, I must admit that travelling
to springtime in the desert is faster than waiting at
home for the rain to stop. After a short flight, the
transformation is astounding. While the dry, hot
desert climate is host to numerous cacti and
succulents, you will also find many amazing
flowering trees and shrubs in the desert, each
attracting a wide variety of wildlife and birds.
Spending time on golf courses can be a wonderful
place to view both the vegetation and the wildlife.
Watching coyotes hunt the hares and the roadrunners
catching small lizards and feeding their young, are a
few of the highlights we’ve seen.
One of the most beautiful flowering trees to see
during the month of April is the Blue Jacaranda,
Jacaranda Mimosifolia, more commonly known as
the Jacaranda and actually more of a purple color
than blue. From a distance, the flowers of this tree
somewhat resemble lilac blooms. This sub tropical
tree is native to South America and has been widely
planted elsewhere, including southern California.
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The Jacaranda tree grows to a height of 5 – 15 meters
(16 to 49 feet). The bark is thin and grey-brown in
color, smooth when the tree is young though it

eventually becomes scaly. The twigs are slender and
slightly zigzag; they are a light reddish-brown in
color. The flowers are up to 5 cm long, and are
grouped in 30 cm panicles. They appear in spring
and early summer, and last for up to two months.
They are followed by woody seed pods, about 5 cm
in diameter, which contain numerous flat, winged
seeds.

After a windstorm, the flowers coat the ground with a
carpet of blue/purple flowers. I noticed that many
different species of birds visited these trees, making it
most enjoyable to sit on the deck, admire the view,
and listen to the birds.
So the next time you think of the desert, don’t just
think Cactus and sand…imagine the Jacaranda!
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Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net
We would love to have more members share their
‘secrets’ and garden thoughts. If you have been on a
trip, please share some highlights with us!

Rhodofest Recap!
~ Sunday, May 6, 2012
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By Wendy Thompson
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The 24th annual Rhodofest was a resounding success.
The Rhodos were in full bloom and the weather
cooperated by bringing us a sunny day. We had the
Silent Auction, Plant Sale, Truss Display and
Bouquet Competition all in Room 103 this year.
Initially, we thought it might be too crowded, but it
worked out very well.
The BRAGS volunteers did a fabulous job before the
event; they phoned to ask for donations and picked
up the donations at the nurseries. Judy Wellington
and her husband brought in two full truck loads from
Pitt Meadows, Linda Cholette, June Dodson and her
husband, Lois Brown and her husband, Therese Pope
and Susan Brandl also picked up donations from
nurseries around the Lower Mainland. Many
BRAGS members dug up and potted plants and
brought them to the Shadbolt Centre. Other preevent activities included organizing the bouquet
competition, putting together the truss display,
organizing the volunteer room, skirting tables,
making signs and preparing bid sheets. As usual,
Anne Forsyth cleaned the pots and arranged them
beautifully.
At the event, volunteers were busy answering
gardening questions, staffing the BRAGS table,
cashiering, monitoring the events in room 103,
counting ballots for the bouquet competition, dealing
with the pandemonium once the bidding was cut off
and setting up the left-over plants for the Live
Auction.
After the event, volunteers de-skirted the tables,
dismantled the displays and generally cleaned up the
room. Thank you letters will be written to the
donors.
The Silent Auction grossed $2103 with around 144

donated plants from 17 donors. Last year, the auction
grossed $1735 with 107 plants from 22 donors. The
Plant Sale grossed $637 this year. The 5 Burnaby
Centennial Rhododendrons grossed at $125.
The Spring Bouquet Competition attracted 11
wonderful entries with an astounding 500 votes!
We had fewer BRAGS volunteers than last year (22
versus 35 in 2011) but were helped out by family
members and six young volunteers from the City of
Burnaby. Having all our events in the one room
meant that we could manage with fewer volunteers.
Everyone did a fantastic job which helped to ensure
the overall success of the Festival. Thank You to
everyone who made this another great Festival! It
couldn’t have happened without you!

Plant Sale Recap!
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By Lanny Hui
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On behalf of BRAGS executive members, I would
like to express our sincere gratitude for the plant
donations and the time and love that went into
preparing the plants for the sale. We are aware that
you spent so much time digging, potting, watering,
and finding the right names - many were Latin
names. Thanks to everyone who gave their time and
energy so generously to prepare the plants on
Saturday and who took the time to express your
gardening passion while introducing the plant
characteristics to customers at the sale; because of
you, they came, they bought. I am happy to say that
we were able to sell $637 worth of plants and
donated $125 worth of plants to the Deer Lake
United Church. On the surface, although we earned
less this time, we increased the price of each plant we
sold by naming them, describing them to customers,
and having them in pictures. Last year, as an
example, we sold trilliums at $5 each, but this year
we priced them at $10 each and they were all gone!
You and everything that goes into this have inspired
us. THANK YOU!

BRAGS Membership/Meetings
Annual membership cost $12. Members share various
gardening interests and enjoy 10% discount of
regularly priced items at Garden Works by presenting
their membership cards. All meetings start at 7 pm at
the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, 2nd
floor. It’s centrally located and there is ample
parking. Refreshments are served. All are welcome.
Bring your own mug to be eco-friendly!
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Upcoming Meetings
June 6, 2012, BRAGS Meeting
Get ready for a lively & informative presentation by Derek Matthews from
the Vancouver Avian Research Centre. His amazing bird photos have
captivated audiences and inspired novice and professional birders alike.
Visit the website at: www.birdvancouver.com for more details.

Riverview Tour: Saturday June 9th, 2012
Meeting spot is at the Henry Esson Young Building at 11:00 am.
Join your BRAGS pals for a walk through the Riverview gardens. From the
Lougheed Highway entrance at Colony Farm Road, follow Holly Drive.
Turn left up Oak Crescent, then right at Kalmia. The “HEY” building is a
high rise and parking is available in front of the building, or at the higher
level. Please confirm your attendance to Rosemarie!

September 5, 2012 BRAGS Meeting
Come join your fellow BRAGS members for an interactive evening over
coffee and goodies while sharing your spring/summer garden stories. Tell us
what worked this year, and what didn’t. And don’t forget to bring pictures,
snippets, samples, - and your garden tales of course!

Out & About
Saturday June 2, 2012 10:30 am – 11:30 am
Worm Composting Workshop
Eagles Estate Heritage Garden, 5655 Sperling Avenue, Burnaby
This workshop will introduce participants to the basics of worm composting,
also known as vermicomposting. Participants will learn how to set up their
own worm bin and how to care for their worms on an ongoing basis. The
workshop is ideal for individuals who would like to produce their own
compost or potting soil for vegetable or ornamental gardens.
Cost: $35 for TLC members; $40 for non-members. Price includes a worm
bin, ½ pound of red wriggler worms, and worm bedding.
Space is limited. Preregistration is required. Please contact Lynsey Dobbie,
Head Gardener at ldobbie@conservancy.bc.ca or 604 733 2313.

August 25 & August 26, 2012
The Vancouver Dahlia Society Show will take place at the Floral Hall at Van
Dusen Botanical Gardens, located @ 37th & Oak Street in Vancouver.
Hours: Saturday 1 – 5, Sunday 12 – 3:30. Admission is by donation.

