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My Favorite Garden Place!
Last month we asked our members to tell us about
their favorite garden place…a nursery, a farm, a
centre, or a shop. And here’s what you said!
Thank you to all those who responded! And Happy
New Year to our BRAGS members!
My favorite garden centre is GardenWorks off
Lougheed and Holdom. To start with, it is close to
home (10 minutes) and I can get almost anything I
need in garden supplies, including mason bee
cocoons. I have gotten to know all the regular staff
by first name and they all know me, and we stop to
have conversations about many things. It is the place
where we have Tea With Victor every Wednesday
morning, a meeting and discussion group led by
Victor, a member of the staff, and we have a lot of
laughs and GardenWorks provides the coffee and
cookies. Other times, I occasionally just go there and
get lost among the plants and trees for a while (plant
therapy) and breathe in the oxygen being give off in
exchange for my carbon dioxide while I wander
through the greenery. I finally became an Ardent
Gardener Member, which means every time I make a
purchase I receive points that add up to significant
credits for a future purchase, as well as using the 15%
off coupons provided by Victor on the Wednesday
mornings. I have visited many other garden stores,
but none compare with GardenWorks Burnaby!
~ Janice Bobic
I like GardenWorks Mandeville. For annuals I go to
Leongs Nursery on Meadow and Sun Tai Sang on
Marine Drive and for Roses I got to Select Roses in
Langley.
~ Therese Pope
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I love Mandeville/GardenWorks! I live on the hill
above them and can be there in minutes. It’s a great
location to not only buy plants, but to get ideas from
the fabulous displays and decorations they have. All
year long I love to drop in to check out what’s new,
wander about, pick up gifts, buy a plant, meet a
friend for a latte in the café, and I always have to go
and chat with the two resident budgies! The staff are

wonderful and are quick to say hello and offer
assistance. Christmas is very big at Mandeville and
worth a special trip. Their annual Chicks, Cheese &
Christmas evening is one I have never missed…a
wonderful way to kick off the season and enjoy the
complimentary appies and events. If my husband
can’t find me, I’ll be down at Mandeville!
~ Cheryl Fiddis
My favorite garden is the Burnaby Mountain Rose
Garden – when in full bloom in July. My husband
Bill and I were married there in July 1996!
~ Bev Glover
~ Rhodo garden: Sue Klapwijk @ 179 216th Street
Langley (604-581-0925). She specializes in rhodos
and azaleas, including fancy ones (the ones you won't
find in garden centres). She loves giving tours
around the forest on her property where she grows
hundreds of rhodos. If you're lucky, you can see huge
triliums and hear peacock's call from her neighbours.
~ Reinhold Weber @ 5211 Carson Street, Burnaby,
(604-437-3358) for fuschias - he has some 200 plants
in his garden and he will sell some at VERY
reasonable prices. He loves to give a garden tour and
tips on how to grow fuschias.
~ Bill Bischoff @ 15430 93A Avenue, Surrey for
cyclamens and orchids, - the garden is simply
amazing - including a bridge over the pond.
~ If you're around Langley, visit Cedar Rim 7024
Glover Road, Langley, - although the prices are not
much cheaper than GardenWorks, the plant collection
is just amazing. For roses fans, shop there in
February for best selection.
~ My favourite public garden: Burnaby Mountain
Park Conservation Area (Centennial Way). The view
is worth the visit any time during the year,
particularly in April for cherry blossoms or at the end
of June or July, when the roses are in full bloom.
And, if you are into food, don't forget to sign up for a
free newsletter advising specials at
www.horizonrestaurant.com. Sometimes you get a 3course Westcoast dinner for $25-$30 per person with
a stunning view!
~ Lanny Hui

I love all the nurseries/farms in the big bend area of
Burnaby! I always find great bargains at Hop On
Farms, and a huge (and I mean HUGE!) selection at
Leong’s Nursery, - from basket stuffers to beautiful
baskets and plants. Great prices and high quality!
WIGS - (Western Independent Greenhouses) is
another favorite with their specialty in succulents,
echeveria, and aeoniums being out of this world!
They have beautiful combinations in their baskets
and containers. I love all the farms along Marine
Drive - they have great plants and lovely fresh
produce.
~ Verna Adamson
Our favorite nursery is WIG in South Burnaby. They
have an excellent plant selection; knowledgeable,
friendly helpful staff; the plants are always in good
shape and well watered. They have also become well
known for their succulent plants, especially the
fantastic aeoniums.
~ Anne & David Forsyth

Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net
We would love to have more members share their
‘secrets’ and garden/nature thoughts. If you have
something interesting to share, whether from a locale
far away, or right here at home, please share with us!

BRAGS Membership:
The Dues are Due!
If you haven’t done so yet, please visit the
membership desk to renew your 2013 membership.
Annual membership cost $12. Members share various
gardening interests and enjoy 10% discount of
regularly priced items at Garden Works by presenting
their membership cards. All meetings start at 7 pm at
the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, 2nd
floor. It’s centrally located and there is ample
parking. Refreshments are served. Guest speakers
are enjoyed throughout the year. All are welcome.
Bring your own mug to be eco-friendly!

Upcoming Meetings
January 2, 2013 BRAGS Meeting
Wilhelm (Bill) Bischoff will show his award winning
slide presentation of his own private garden developed
over 23 years. Featured in Gardens West magazine in
1998, Bill and wife Carla are members of 4 horticultural
societies in Metro Vancouver. Sounds like the evening
to inspire!

February 6, 2013 BRAGS Meeting
Sharon Kallis presents: Before you compost, - using
green waste creatively.
Environmental artist Sharon Kallis will talk about her
recent projects in Spain, Mexico and present!research
from ongoing work with the City of Vancouver in upcycling green waste and invasive plant species in
community engaged art projects.

March 6, 2013 BRAGS Meeting
David Savalieff presents: Growing Potatoes.
David is an urban farmer with a passion for vegetable
gardening. The presentation will include the history of
the potato, several varieties of spuds, how to prepare the
soil, maintenance of the plants, avoiding pests, harvesting
the potato, and last but not least, the production of vodka
from organic potatoes!

AGM & Christmas Party Update
Our AGM and Christmas party were attended by 25
members and guests. The AGM concluded with two
positions available: Vice President and Refreshments
Co-Ordinator. We are hoping that someone will step
forward and take either one of them on in the New Year.
Please see Verna if you can help out. Both positions
don’t require extensive effort or time. The Executive
would like to thank those who held positions during the
past year -we wouldn’t have a club without you!
Once our AGM was concluded, a lovely evening of
socializing was enjoyed, not to mention the many
goodies we all feasted on!

Out & About
Customer Appreciation Day at
GardenWorks, January 17, 2013
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings
all day. Time to think about the spring garden!
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It’s Winter, But What Kind of Winter Is It?
As this newsletter was being prepared, there was much discussion as to what
kind of winter lies ahead for those of us living on the West Coast. A mild
winter, - with those endless days of rain and cloud? Or a real blast of winter,
complete with snow and freezing temperatures? Looking at the wildlife,
specifically the birds, - my forecast is a mixed one. While the trees and
shrubs that attract the birds in the Fall were laden with berries, they were not
all picked clean, and what was left eventually fell off the trees for the ‘ground
critters’. The robins returned in November and have stayed. The
woodpeckers are plentiful and have joined the robins in the yard, foraging for
grubs. However, for the first time in our garden, the hummingbirds have
over-wintered and I have been filling the feeder more often than in the
summertime. We have three species that have stayed on, the Allen’s
hummingbird, the Anna’s hummingbird, and what looks to be a Blackchinned hummingbird. In certain areas of the country hummingbirds are
year-round residents and here on the West Coast, hummingbirds can often be
found during the winter. The Anna’s hummingbird, which used to live
mainly in southern California, can now be found year-round all the way up
the West Coast. Where hummingbirds are found year-round, feeders left up
all year may be life-sustaining. In Ramsey Canyon, Arizona, there have been
reports of magnificent hummingbirds coming to feeders every 20 minutes in
a snow storm! In severe weather conditions, the sugar water may have to be
warmed to keep it from freezing.
As I write this article, my husband is busy building a container with a heated
lamp where the feeder can be moved into, if the snow and freezing weather
arrives. After all, we have to look after our wee fine feathered friends!
~ Cheryl Fiddis

What heavenly tints in mingling radiance fly!
Each rapid movement gives a different dye;
Like scales of burnished gold they dazzling show –
Now sink to shade, now like a furnace glow!
~Alexander Wilson 1776-1813
Early American Ornithologist

