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April in the Desert …
Another April has come and gone, and for me, my
annual Southern California Palm Springs sojourn did
not disappoint.
A visit to the Sunnylands Center and Gardens in
nearby Rancho Mirage was on the agenda this year,
and was an awesome oasis in the midst of the desert.
Donated by the Annenbergs, the landscape at
Sunnylands was inspired by the Annenberg collection
of Impressionist and Post-Impressionist paintings.
The massive nine-acre Gardens includes over 70
species of native and arid-adapted plants from North
and South America, Africa and the Mediterranean,
with over 53,000 individual plants featured. Visitors
explore winding paths leading through the Gardens,
along a wildflower field, through a labyrinth, and by
a performance circle. A variety of migratory and
resident species of wildlife can be found at
Sunnylands. Shrubs and desert succulents provide an
attractive space for desert cottontails and jackrabbits.
Tarantula hawk wasps and monarch butterflies are
two of the many species found feeding on desert
milkweed. We saw desert iguanas basking in the sun
between agaves and, at night, coyotes use the
Gardens as part of their evening travel.
Bird enthusiasts will see a range of species from
hummingbirds to hawks. Vermillion flycatchers are
common on the historic site.
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A walk along the pathway at Sunnylands
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Photos by Cheryl Fiddis

Visit www.sunnylands.org for more information,
especially if you are planning a visit to the area.
Thursday mornings offer a free one hour guided tour.
Sunnylands Cacti and Water feature

Another desert footnote:
At the Palm Springs complex where we stayed, a wee
hummingbird had built her nest just next to the
sidewalk, lower than eye level, and seemed quite
oblivious to the foot traffic passing by. I visited her
many times and managed to take a number of photos,
including when the babies were born! I hope you
enjoy them! Look at the thorns on that tree!
~CF
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Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net
We would love to have more members share their
‘secrets’ and garden/nature thoughts. If you have
something interesting to share, whether from a locale
far away, or right here at home, please share with us!

Update: Rhodofest & Plant Sale 2013!
A gorgeous warm and sunny day brought out much of the
community for the 2013 25th annual Rhododendron
Festival, ensuring a great success once again.
We had the Silent Auction, Plant Sale and Master
Gardeners in Room 103 this year. There was a Truss
Display in the lighted cabinets outside the room as well
as a small one in Room 103. The Bouquet Competition
was located outside the main entrance to Room 103 with
the BRAGS table. The Competition had a lot of
exposure in its new home and received many votes.
The BRAGS volunteers did a fabulous job, - starting with
phone calls asking for donations, with eight members
plus two husbands later picking up those donations from
nurseries around the Lower Mainland. Other pre-event
activities included organizing the Bouquet Competition,
putting together the truss display, skirting tables for the
entire festival, plus preparing bid sheets as well as
cleaning pots and arranging them to their best advantage.
At the event, volunteers were kept busy answering
gardening questions, staffing the Bouquet Competition
and BRAGS table, cashiering, monitoring the events in
room 103, counting ballots for the Bouquet Competition,
dealing with the pandemonium once the bidding was cut
off and setting up the left-over plants for the Live
Auction.
After the event, volunteers de-skirted all of the tables,
dismantled the displays and generally cleaned up the
room. Thank you letters will be written to the donors.
The Silent and Live Auctions grossed $1329 with 95
donations from 19 donors. Last year, the auction grossed
$1996 with 146 donations from 18 donors. The price
earned per donation was almost the same as last year however we had a big drop in donations from our two
biggest donors.
We had about the same number of BRAGS volunteers as
last year (without the extra Burnaby volunteers as we had
in previous years), however we managed to get
everything done efficiently. Two of our members
volunteered for early morning parking which we didn't
assist with last year. Everyone did a fantastic job which
helped to ensure the overall success of the Festival.
Thank you to everyone who helped!
~ Wendy
Once again, the contributions from our volunteers for the
plant sale blew me away! There were 210 plants in total!
We earned $582 (compared to $637 last year) and had 15
leftover plants which were donated to the Burnaby
Village Museum. The volunteers were very enthusiastic
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when it came to answering visitors’ questions about the plants that caught
their eye. There were many things you did for the plant sale: digging,
dividing plants, re-potting with new soil, labeling using cut-up blinds and cut
up yogurt containers, transferring those plants to Shadbolt (those big pots
with beautiful hosta shoots and those weigela and berberis shrubs ... oh my...
oh my...), coming in early to help with the set up, helping with the sale
throughout the day, being available as master gardeners, and donating trays,
plastic bags, cardboard, and paper grocery bags. Lastly, thank you for
responding to my request to bring house plants - they were all gone at the end
of the sale. I really admire the energy and passion you brought to the event...
I was truly touched!!!
- Lanny

BRAGS Membership:!
Annual membership cost $12. Members share various gardening interests and
enjoy monthly guest speakers, plus are entitled to a 10% discount of regularly
priced items at Garden Works by presenting their membership cards. All
meetings start at 7 pm at the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, 2nd
floor. It’s centrally located and there is ample parking. Refreshments are
served. All are welcome. Bring your own mug to be eco-friendly!

Upcoming Meetings
June 5, 2013 Meeting
Alex Globe, a retired UBC professor, gives a talk called “The Glamour of
Old Garden Roses”. This talk takes a tour of plants that were bred before
1900. Alex has been growing over 200 different kinds of roses and
rhododendrons for over 25 years! Ask a friend or neighbour to come along
and join us!

September 4, 2013 Meeting
As per past Septembers, this meeting will be an interactive one with members
sharing their garden successes and failures over the summer. If you have
bounty to share, please bring it along!

Out & About
Customer Appreciation Day at GardenWorks:
June 20, 2013
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day.

GardenWorks Sunrise to Sunset Sale:
June 22, 2013

Don’t miss this 12th annual event!
Ardent Gardener Preview Day is Friday, June 21, starting at 9 a.m.

