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BRAGS Annual Picnic …

This year our BRAGS annual picnic was held on
August 10th at the home of our President, Verna
Adamson, and her husband Graham. After record
breaking heat and lack of rain during July, this day
did not disappoint, - much to the relief of everyone
who attended and it was even a tad cooler, especially
under the shade of the cedar trees. About 20 BRAGS
members and their significant others enjoyed an
afternoon of socializing and visiting, not to mention
feasting on the vast array of pot luck goodies!

Our hosts Verna & Graham

!

something interesting to share, whether from a locale far
away, or right here at home, please share with us!

BRAGS Membership:!
Annual membership cost $12. Members share various
gardening interests and enjoy monthly guest speakers,
plus are entitled to a 10% discount of regularly priced
items at Garden Works by presenting their membership
cards. All meetings start at 7 pm at the Burnaby Village
Museum, - Main Building, 2nd floor. It’s centrally
located and there is ample parking. Refreshments are
served. All are welcome. Bring your own mug to be
eco-friendly! Bring a friend next time!

Upcoming Meetings
September 4, 2013 Meeting
As per past Septembers, this meeting will be an
interactive one with members sharing their garden
successes and failures over the summer. If you have
bounty to share, please bring it along!

October 2, 2013 Meeting
This month we welcome Dianne Gaines:
“Bulbs - Spring to Fall”.
Dianne is a lifelong gardener with a major in
Microbiology, a minor in Botany, and currently
employed as the Marketing & Packaging Manager for
Van Noort Bulb Company.
Thank you to everyone who came!

Minter Gardens Closing...
Most of you have probably heard the sad news that
after 33 years, Minter Gardens is closing with a
scheduled final day of October 14th. If you haven’t
yet visited this amazing 32 acre show site, or if you
are planning a return visit, NOW is the time to do so.
Visit their website @ www.mintergardens.com for
further details and hours.
!

Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net
We would love to have more members share their
‘secrets’ and garden/nature thoughts. If you have

Out & About
Customer Appreciation Days at
GardenWorks:
September 19th & October 17, 2013
Be sure to mark the dates for GardenWorks 15% savings
all day.

South Burnaby Garden Club Fall Fair
September 7 & 8th, 2013
This long time favorite in Burnaby is back again.
Visit their website for details:
http://southburnabygardenclub.org
Then followed that beautiful season…Summer…
Filled was the air with a dreamy and magical light;
And the landscape lay as if new created in all the
freshness of childhood.
~ Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
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UNIBUG - The User Network for Insect Biology in the Urban Garden
Douglas College’s Institute of Urban Ecology is enlisting the help of
backyard biologists to study how urban plantings affect insect populations in
our gardens. If you’ve ever wanted to be a scientist, or if you’re just
interested in the environment, this is your chance to get involved.
The UNIBUG project is tracking the number of beneficial bugs attracted by
insect-friendly plants. Volunteers of all ages collect data on ground beetles
by placing Styrofoam cup traps in the garden, either near or away from nectar
sources such as yarrow and alyssum. Participants are trained to recognize the
most common ground beetles – which are great predators - and regularly
check and report which and how many are found in each area. They also
place sticky cards strategically around their yards to monitor flying insects.
The beetle data and cards are examined and compiled by biologists at
Douglas College.
Besides gathering bug statistics, Unibug wants to engage the urban
community in ecological initiatives, especially the use of non-chemical pest
control. There are opportunities for people to meet and exchange ideas
through Facebook and live events like educational forums. Last February
volunteers gathered at Douglas’s New West campus to hear talks on
beneficial insects and sustainable urban agriculture as well as have a coffee
and chat with other gardeners.
It’s not necessary to be a scientist or even to be particularly knowledgeable
about plants and bugs to participate. In fact, because so many of us garden
organically and plant for birds and bees already, we might not see as much
difference as others would. So if you can, talk your non-organic neighbours
into joining. To sign up or find out more, contact iue@douglascollege.ca ,
visit http://www.thedclab.org/unibug/unibug-forum/ or check them out on
Facebook.
Happy Bug Hunting!
Susan Brandl

~Thank You Susan!

What A Summer It Was!
As I write this newsletter, it’s still warm outside but the record breaking heat
has broken and there’s a light rain falling. The topic of every conversation is
still the wonderful weather we had during July. Amazing! I’m looking
forward to hearing the success (and failure?) stories from the members at our
September meeting…could there really be any failures this year? Can we
call our brown lawns a failure? I think not. We know those lawns will once
again turn green. For me, this was my first year of planting Kale, and what a
bumper crop it was. I had to resort to begging my neighbours to please come
and take some more! Who knows what our Fall will be like, a surprise no
doubt, but I find myself thinking, aren’t we lucky to live in such a wonderful
place to experience all seasons? Enjoy!
CF

