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Happy New Year!

If you are looking to introduce some grasses to your
garden, here are some to consider, plus you will find
many different varieties in any garden centre.
Grasses for Moist Sites – Bulbous Oat Grass,
Quaking Grass, Feather Reed Grass, Bowles Golden
Sedge Grass, Japanese Silver Grass, Switch Grass,
White-striped Ribbon Grass, Prairie Cord Grass,
Giant Reed Grass.

Ornamental Grasses
~story & photos by Cheryl Fiddis
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No matter what space you have to fill, whether in
your garden or in a pot, these adaptable, easy-care
plants can do the trick. Spectacular during all four
seasons here on the West Coast, your only problem
might be that there are so many varieties to choose
from! These grasses are great replacements for the
more traditional shrubs and groundcovers, and the
tall ones can even take the place of trees, providing
screens and hedges and even blocking out street
noise. Ornamental grasses also blend beautifully into
traditional flower borders, providing all season
interest when annuals have finished. The variegated
Japanese silver grass (Miscanthus sinensis) is the
highlight in my front yard during the fall and winter
months and is my personal favorite. Depending upon
the wind and rain during the winter decides when I
cut it back, but it’s generally in the early spring. At
that time the amazing plumes are tattered and worn
and ready to come down.
Another aspect to consider when buying grasses is
the ‘spread’. Some are runners and invasive, and
others slow growing and self contained. Be sure to
read the tags to ensure you are buying the both the
spread and the size you want for your space. Give
them plenty of room so the natural shapes can be
enjoyed. Admittedly, some grasses are definitely
better suited to specific locations than others, so keep
this in mind as well, especially in our rainy
environment. I recently gave up on a Blue Oat grass
(Helictrichon sempervirens) as it just seemed to
always be soggy and unhappy no matter which
location I moved it to.

Grasses for Dry Sites – Side Oats Gramma, Ravenna
Grass, Blue Oat Grass, Large Blue Hairgrass, Indian
Grass, Prairie Dropseed Grass, Little Bluestem Grass.
Grasses for Shady Sites – Sedges, Tufted Hairgrass,
Golden variegated Hakone Grass, White-striped
Ribbon Grass, Snowy Wood Rush Grass, Northern
Sea Oats Grass.

~ Japanese Silver Grass in September

Availability applies to late bookings.
Crowne Plaza Link:
http://www.gardenshow.com/canadian-specials/book-aroom/
Amtrak is offering a 10% discount on lowest fares
from*Vancouver. Please call 1 800 872 7245 and quote
booking code X38R-984.
Amtrak link:
http://www.amtrak.com/cascades-train!
Other!travel!options!are!Greyhound!and!the!Bolt!Bus,!
www.greyhoundbus.com!!!www.boltbus.com.!
If club members would like to travel in a group or meet
up for breakfasts etc., email Bev at bglover@telus.net or
phone her at 604-540-2883.

AGM/Christmas Party Update!

~ Japanese Silver Grass in December

Send us your secrets!
We love to have members share their ‘secrets’ and
garden/nature thoughts. If you have something
interesting to share, from right here at home or a trip
taken afar, please share with us!
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net

Seattle Flower Show!)
If you haven’t yet made arrangements to sign up for
this special opportunity arranged by Bev Glover, the
Pacific NorthWest Flower & Garden Show in Seattle,
Washington is happening February 05 – 09, 2014.)
The special pricing must be booked online only no
later than January 31, 2014 to receive the rate.

Our annual Christmas party with our AGM and elections
took place on December 4th, with the business part of the
meeting taking place quickly in order to start the
festivities. Thank you to Evelyn Crawford who has
offered to fill our Publicity position!
Remaining
positions still vacant are President and Fundraising/Plant
Sale. Hopefully someone can step up and offer to take on
one of these roles. Thank you to our outgoing President,
Verna Adamson who has done a wonderful job during
her term! After the business was completed, BRAGS
members and guests enjoyed a lovely evening feasting on
the amazing array of goodies. The Christmas basket
draw was won by Cheryl Fiddis and the Poinsettia won
by Anne Forsyth. Thanks to Faye Kilpatrick who made
up the wonderful basket, and to David Savalieff who
gave us a talk on the history of Poinsettias and donated
the plant to the draw.

BRAGS Membership:
The dues are due!
Please visit Anne at the membership desk to pay your
2014 dues – only $12 per year. Members share various
gardening interests and enjoy monthly guest speakers,
plus are entitled to a 10% discount of regularly priced
items at Garden Works by presenting their membership
cards. Many other garden centres also offer discounts
when your card is presented. All meetings start at 7 pm
at the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, 2nd
floor. It’s centrally located and there is ample parking.
Refreshments are served. All are welcome. Bring your
own mug to be eco-friendly! Bring a friend!
Our goal in 2014 is to increase our membership. Can
you help? Bring your ideas and thoughts to the next
meeting!
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On a Newsletter note
With the recent changes announced by Canada Post, this makes us more
aware of how we communicate our newsletter and the cost of that delivery.
Members currently receive the BRAGS newsletter via email or by postal
mail. If you are receiving your newsletter by postal mail, and are able to now
switch to an email method of delivery, please let David Forsyth know and
we’ll make the change for you. For those of you without a computer, don’t
worry, we’ll continue to send your newsletter in the format you currently
receive it in.

Upcoming Meetings
** January 15th 2014 Meeting**
Welcome to 2014! Due to scheduling changes, our meeting is taking place
on January 15th, and NOT the 1st or the 8th.
Dan Straker of the Stanley Park Urban Wildlife Society will entertain us with
his presentation, a “Walk on the Wildside”.

February 5, 2014 Meeting
Conway Lum from GardenWorks, Mandeville, will entertain us with
“Seasonal Pruning. Be sure to bring your questions for Conway!

March 5, 2014 Meeting
Linda Poole presents: “Cherry Blossom Festival”.

Out & About
Customer Appreciation Day at GardenWorks:
January 16th, 2014
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day.
"Bare branches of each tree
on this chilly January morn
look so cold so forlorn.
Gray skies dip ever so low
left from yesterday's dusting of snow.
Yet in the heart of each tree
waiting for each who wait to see
new life as warm sun and breeze will blow,
like magic, unlock springs sap to flow,
buds, new leaves, then blooms will grow."
- Nelda Hartmann, January Morn

