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Desert News…
Once again I headed south in April to start my spring
and summer earlier, and once again, the Golden State
did not disappoint.
This year the weather was more consistent, the wind
less invasive, and the flowers seemed more brilliant,
perhaps due to our late spring at home.
The hi-light once again, was a wee hummingbird who
built her little nest, no bigger than a loonie, right
beside the staircase up to our unit. Many times each
day we would pass by admiring her handiwork as she
built her nest using the spider webs on the same
shrub she had chosen, and other bits of material that
she was busy gathering. Each time she placed
something into the growing nest, she would sit down
and squirm down into it afterwards to pack it down.
Within days, she had finished her work of art and
began to spend most of her time sitting on the nest.
One day when she was out, we took a peek and there
was one wee egg. A few days later, we took another
peek, and there were two wee eggs! After that, she
didn’t leave the nest much, and most times did not fly
away as we came and went. We worried about her
when the winds picked up and her branch would
bounce up and down and sway back and forth, but
she survived the wild rides. One morning the
gardeners came to trim the shrubs in that area and a
neighbour quickly ran outside to point out the nest to
them, and they left that area alone.
Occasionally we would see a second hummer
hanging around, so we guessed this was ‘dad’ doing
his best to help out!
Unfortunately, we did not see the babies born this
year before we left, but the May people advised they
felt like expectant grandparents watching each day
for the arrival of the young ones! They advised us
the blessed event happened on May 10th, just one day
before Mothers’ Day, and the two wee babies were
born. Our hummer became a mom just in time!
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The finished nest…

Mom hummingbird sitting on her two eggs…

Hibiscus in bloom…a favorite food…

Cacti in bloom…a good place to build a nest…
☺We love to have members share their
‘secrets’ and garden/nature thoughts. If you have
something interesting to share, from right here at
home or a trip taken afar, please share with us! Or
perhaps you have an idea for a future article…
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net!
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BRAGS Photo Gallery!
Just so you can put some faces to the names, we
thought we’d post a few more pictures of our
members. Some were camera shy, so you won’t see
everyone!

~ Linda Cholette, our Traveling Secretary

BRAGS Membership:
Please visit Anne at the membership desk to pay your
dues or to join up – only $12 per year. Members share
various gardening interests and enjoy monthly guest
speakers, plus are entitled to discounts of regularly priced
items at Garden Works and other garden centres, simply
by presenting their membership cards. Meetings start at 7
pm at the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, 2nd
floor. Easy to get to with ample parking and
refreshments are served! All are welcome!

Rhododendron Festival Update!
Sunday, May 4th went down in the record books as one of
the wettest we’ve had, but in Burnaby the crowds still
came and enjoyed what was another amazing festival.
Quotes from the team:

~ Cheryl Fiddis, our bird loving newsletter Editor
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~ David Forsyth, our tireless Webmaster and more!

“I don’t think we would have been as successful as we
were without all our dedicated volunteers, who worked
tirelessly to make sure everything ran smoothly.
It was amazing how everyone worked so well together
and everyone was willing to take on any task that was
asked of them. Although the weather didn’t co-operate
this year, it didn’t seem to dampen the spirits of our great
team of volunteers!
Total monies generated this year (silent/live auction and
plant sale) versus last year increased by 26%, with an
AMAZING 89% increase on the plant sale alone!! Well
done, everyone!” ~ June
“The fabulous success of the Rhodofest and Plant Sale is
absolutely the reflection of our dedicated and enthusiastic
volunteers. Thank you to everyone for your hard work
and valuable time put in to this community event. As a
result of the monies raised, we will be enjoying another
year of interesting speakers!” ~ Verna
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“Many thanks to all the plant donors and to those who volunteered!
We met many of last years customers, some who did a few rounds of
shopping at our plant sale, particularly when the 2 for 1 was offered!
I’m so glad we didn’t need to carry any big heavy pots of plants back
home!”
~ Lanny
“Please include a thank-you to all the members who brought in so
many great plants. By the opening time on Sunday the tables were full
and overflowing. The total sales of $1100 was a welcome surprise
and a substantial increase over last year”.
~David & Anne Forsyth

Upcoming Meetings
June 4, 2014
“All About Hydrangeas” presented by Barry Roberts. Barry will take
you through the extensive family of hydrangeas, including cultivation,
pruning and propagation. Be sure to come, bring a friend, and learn all
about Hydrangeas! Barry’s website is:
www.heritagehydrangeas.com.
As per usual, we will break for the summer months, and resume our
meetings once again in September. See you on September 3rd!

September 3, 2014
Bring your summer successful and not-so-successful garden stories to
share, as this meeting will be our usual ‘interactive’ one. Please take
pictures over the summer so we can consider hosting a digital
presentation. And if you have bounty to share…bring it!

Annual BRAGS Picnic August 10, 2014
Save the date! Once again we are holding our annual picnic, this year
BRAGS member Joan Conklin will be the garden host. Stay tuned for
more details!

Out & About Etc…
Customer Appreciation Day, June 19, 2014
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day.

Country Garden Tour, June 22, 2014
Annual Garden Tour hosted by the Maple Ridge Garden Club.
Contact Gayle @ 604-467-2956, or Margaret @ 604-467-1885 for
further information and ticket details.

