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What a Summer It Was !

For our last newsletter I did an article on the drought
conditions facing California, and the strict measures
they are taking to conserve the remaining water they
have,- expected to last only one more year.
For Metro Vancouver, the “Wet Coast’ was no longer •
wet and Stage 2 water restrictions were quickly
implemented in July this summer, followed shortly
by Stage 3 weeks later. With no forecast of cooler
weather and rainfall unknown, our fate is unnervingly
similar to our southern neighbours. While the
majority of us complied with the restrictions, it is
hard to understand the mindset of those that
continued to ‘beat the system’ as they thought they
were, by secretly using our drinking water for other
purposes. Lawns will come back and return to green,
and while everyone hates to lose shrubs and trees,
and oh and who doesn’t like a clean car? - we need
to prioritize in dire conditions, and preserving
drinking water levels is number 1.
Hmmmm. Perhaps those people who don’t agree
with the rules shouldn’t be allowed in the line-ups for
water if the reservoirs run dry?
What did you do this summer when the restrictions
were put in place? Did you still find a creative, but
legal way to keep your garden alive? If so, please
share your story and tips with us. Or perhaps you
made changes this year to make things more efficient
for the future, if water issues continue. Either way,
we’d love to hear from you!
One thing I noticed within Metro Vancouver, were
the use of the ‘hippo watering bags’. These clever
designed tree bags work amazingly well to keep new
and thirsty boulevard/yard trees watered in these
water conscious times. You can find them at the
local garden centres, and as well I found them online.
When down south this spring, when dining on an

outdoor patio, I noticed the servers, when clearing off
tables, pouring any liquids remaining in the glasses
into the potted trees and shrubs lining the patio.
Great idea!
~By Cheryl Fiddis

~ Hippo watering bags

If you have ever have something interesting to share,
from right here at home or from a trip taken afar,
please share with us! Don’t be shy!
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net

BRAGS Picnic Update!
Sunday, June 14th was sunny and hot just like most of
our days in late spring and summer this year, and our
picnic was once again a fun and most enjoyed event.
Good food, good company, and a resounding game of
croquet made for a perfect annual event! Congrats to
Wendy, Linda and Cheryl who won the ‘best hats’.
A huge thanks to both Bev and Bill Glover for
offering their garden and home, and for being such
entertaining hosts. No one left the party without
knowing the ‘new’ improved rules of croquet (thanks
to Bill), and without a parting gift of Sweet Box,

compliments of Bev.
For those of you who couldn’t make the picnic, we
hope to see you next year!

Photos by Cheryl
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President
Wendy Thompson
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Secretary
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Membership
Anne Forsyth
604-298-6350
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Verna Adamson
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604-294-5550
June Dodson
604-939-2597
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Newsletter
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Anne & David Forsyth
604-298-6350
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Faye Kilpatrick
604-434-5921
Sheila Chowdhury
604-298-1196
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Faye Kilpatrick
604-434-5921
Refreshments
June Dodson
604-939-2597
Speakers
Bev Glover
604-540-2883
Website
David Forsyth
604-298-6350

Please visit Anne at the membership desk to pay your 2015 dues or to join up
– still only $12 per year. Members share various gardening interests and
enjoy monthly guest speakers, plus are entitled to discounts of regularly
priced items at GardenWorks and other garden centres, simply by presenting
their membership cards. Monthly meetings (excepting July & August) start at
7 pm at the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, up on the 2nd floor.
Easy to get to with ample free parking and refreshments are served! Please
join us if you are looking to join a local garden club and meet and make new
friends!

Upcoming Meetings/Event
September 2, 2015
As per usual, our September meeting will be an interactive, social meeting,
with members sharing their successful (and not so successful) growing tales
of their summer gardens. If you have bounty to share, please bring it along.
And if you haven’t already emailed your pictures taken over the summer to
David Forsyth for the presentation, bring them on a USB stick. Looking
forward to seeing you all! As they say, See You In September!

October 7, 2015
Join your fellow members and guests and our speaker Egan Davis who will
give a talk on the Strandzha Mountains, located on the border of Turkey and
Bulgaria. Strandzha is an oak and beech forest with a Rhododendron
understory. Sounds intriging! Bring a friend along!

November 4, 2015
Brian Campbell is our gueste speaker. Details to follow!

Out & About Etc…
GW Customer Appreciation Day, September 17, 2015
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day.
Don’t forget your membership card to get your discount!

Don’t forget to visit the Brags website for a wide range of upcoming events
and happenings. Our Webmaster David Forsyth does a fantastic job of
finding newsworthy items to share. If you know of an event, please be sure to
let David know well in advance, and he will try to post the item to let
everyone know.

