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October!
After an amazing summer on the west coast,
October is just around the corner, and undoubtedly,
winter will follow shortly after. While leaves this
year turned early due to the stress of our long, hot,
dry summer, and create work to gather up, most of us
welcome another season and look forward to yet
another changing garden scene.
My front garden will be looking different from now
on, due to a fence coming down in our big wind
storm in late August and a decision being made to
remove it altogether. The morning sun now hits the
east side of the yard, dappling thru the shrubs and the
Japanese Silver Grass. I’m quite liking the new look
and am looking forward to how things will evolve
over the winter,- what will work better and perhaps
what won’t, and how different next year will be.
Did you make any changes in your yard this year?
Changes perhaps dictated by the dry summer and
water restrictions, or perhaps a wind storm that
knocked over trees or fences? Please let me know
and we’ll share your story.
~By Cheryl Fiddis
•

early and late blooming varieties as well, so keep this
in mind when planning.
When glads bloom, the bottom flowers open first and
then work their way to the top. For cut flowers, snip
them when the lowest blossoms begin to show color.
Remember to choose a very tall vase when bringing
your cut flowers inside, otherwise they could topple
over.
For storage until the next year, carefully lift the
corms, shake off the soil, and allow to dry by keeping
and storing them in a warm location over the winter.
When separating the corms, save only the firm ones
for planting the following year.
One of my favorite flowers, I just may plant some in
my newly changed garden space next year!

Gladiolus, Gladiola!
For your late summer/early Fall garden, nothing
looks more elegant than graceful gladiolus. Ancient
Romans named this plant with the Latin word for
‘sword’ due to its spike-like leaves. Fast forward to
today and this former ‘flower of the gladiators’ has
become one of the most popular garden plants. Easy
to grow, and with more than 10,000 colorful varieties
available, ‘glads’ are a cheerful addition to any
garden and look amazing as a cut flower in a tall
vase. Popular in Fall Fairs due to their late bloom,
these long lasting gladiolas often steal the show.
Glads require fertile, well-drained soil and thrive in
full sun or partial shade. Grown from corms, the
larger the corms, generally the larger the plant.
Usually they flower 8 – 10 weeks after planting, so
plant during early May to late June. There are also

~ taken at Heritage Village in Burnaby

If you have ever have something interesting to share,
from right here at home or from a trip taken afar,
please share with us! We welcome your input.
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net

What On Earth is this You Ask?????

This is a large spider who caught a wasp, and I
caught the two of them in action.
Needless to say, the spider won.
~CF

Kudos!

The Fall “To Do” List…
Now that Fall is upon us, we all have that list of things to
do before winter sets in and the nasty weather arrives.
What is on your list? For my small garden, the list is not
a long one, but here’s a few things that need doing.
~ Hook up the hummingbird feeder heater so when the
frost comes, the wee hummers will have a dry, warm
place to sit and feed, without the risk of the liquid going
slushy.
~ Empty and store one of the three birdbaths so it doesn’t
crack when it freezes. The others are ‘frost-proof’.
~ Take down the hanging baskets and store them in the
greenhouse and see what survives come spring.
~ Drain the hoses.
~ Bring in the garden decorations that won’t survive the
winter outside.
~ Re-time the outdoor moon-rays and security lights.
~ Cut down the last of the tomato plants for the compost.
~ Stock up on bird seed! Watch for sales! Buy lots!
~ Save seeds from the Zinnia & Sunflowers, if any are
left after the birds have their feast.
~ Move the pots under cover so they don’t flood when
the rain comes.
~ Bring in and store the patio table and chairs.
And stock up on hot chocolate!

And congratulations to Rosemarie Daviduk for her
awards at the annual South Burnaby Garden Club
Fall Fair! She won a 1st for a Sunflower over 6”,
pictured below, a 1st for Zinnias, a 2nd for a
Sunflower under 6”, and a 3rd for Thyme! Wow!

BRAGS Membership
Please visit Anne at the membership desk to pay your
dues or to join up – still only $12 per year. Members
share various gardening interests and enjoy monthly
guest speakers, plus are entitled to discounts of regularly
priced items at GardenWorks and other garden centres,
simply by presenting their membership cards. Monthly
meetings (excepting July & August) start at 7 pm at the
Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, up on the 2nd
floor. Easy to get to with ample free parking and
refreshments are served! Please join us if you are
looking to join a local garden club and meet and make
new friends!
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Upcoming Meetings/Event
October 7, 2015
Join your fellow members and guests and our speaker Egan Davis who
will give a talk on the Strandzha Mountains, located on the border of
Turkey and Bulgaria. Strandzha is an oak and beech forest with a
Rhododendron understory. Sounds intriging! Bring a friend along!

November 4, 2015
Brian Campbell is our guest speaker.
The topic is “Bees – Conserving Pollinators”.

December 2, 2015
As usual our December meeting will commence with our regular
business meeting, followed by the AGM and then our annual pot-luck
Christmas party begins! Bring a dish to share, perferably ‘fingerfood’ to start the festive season with your BRAGS friends. Significant
others and guests are welcome!

Out & About Etc…
GW Customer Appreciation Day, October 15, 2015
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day.
Don’t forget your membership card to get your discount!

Don’t forget to visit the Brags website for a wide range of upcoming
events and happenings. Our Webmaster David Forsyth does a
fantastic job of finding newsworthy items to share. If you know of an
event, please be sure to let David know well in advance, and he will
try to post the item to let everyone know.
And if you have a request for a guest speaker, or know of a speaker
that may be of interest to the club at a future meeting, please be sure to
let Bev Glover know!

Autumn is the perfect time to take account of what we’ve done, what
we didn’t do, and what we’d like to do next year.
~ Author Unknown

