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If you have anything to share, stories or photos, that
you think our BRAGS members might enjoy, please
send them on!
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net

The Mountain Ash, or Rowan Tree

Officially Fall, and not quite Winter,
here comes November!
I don’t know about you, but November to me is a
kind of ‘limbo’ month. Generally the last of the good
weather has ended, yet the cold, wintery weather has
not yet arrived, so everything kind of just stands still.
Thanksgiving is over, at least for us Canadians, and
Christmas is still weeks away…so, what to do?
If you can escape to somewhere warm and sunny for
a break, lucky you, but for the most of us, it’s time to
begin the hibernation process. It’s the perfect time to
tackle those indoor projects you neglected over the
past few months because it was ‘too nice to stay
inside’. It’s also a good time to catch up on relaxing
in a different kind of a way, such as pouring over a
gardening magazine or a good book. Mind you, most
gardeners don’t let the average weather here stop
them from getting outside…there is always
something waiting that needs to be done I find, and
nothing makes you feel better than a good walk. Just
remember to bundle up!

One of my favorite trees during the months of
October and November, is the Mountain Ash, also
known as the Rowan Tree. At this time of the year
the clusters of brightly colored red berries stand out
in sharp contrast to the lack of color in most gardens.
And these trees are a magnet in attracting many bird
species to your yard, who are experts at picking clean
the berries. The European species, botanically
known as Sorbus aucuparia, is derived from Latin
meaning “bird catcher”. In my South Burnaby yard,
the most common visitors feasting on the berries are
the robins and woodpeckers, however one year a
flock of about 50 cedar waxwings arrived one
evening. These waxwings stayed about an hour and
when they left not one berry remained. Because the
berries are so popular with birds, you will often see
Mountain Ash trees sprouting where they have not
been planted. The one in my front yard, not planted
by humans, sprouted up, was left alone, and is now
over 30 feet high! When weeding, I often find small
additional seedlings underneath my tree, but one of
these towering beauties is enough for my garden.
There are over 100 species of Mountain Ash, but
only seven varieties are native to North America, and
of these seven, only 3 are trees, The European, The
Korean, and The American. All three are deciduous,
so therefore lose their leaves in the Fall. The
varieties generally seen in our area, are the Korean
and American trees. The Americans grow 10 – 30
feet, while the Korean varieties reach 40 – 50 feet.
Definitely something worthy of consideration when
planting! I’m guessing my tree is a Korean due to the
height…and it’s still growing!

Help Wanted!
We still need someone to take over as Speaker
Coordinator. Whoever can take over the Speaker
Program will come on board officially for 2017. This
position can be a ‘behind the scenes’ role, as most guest
speakers can be arranged by email or phone. Our
Speakers are an integral part of keeping our garden club
interesting, and also serve as a means to attract new
guests and members. Can you help?

Thank You!

The Facts
Common Name: Mountain Ash
Botanical Name: Sorbus
Bloom Time: Late Spring
Flower Color: Broad white clusters.
Fruit: Bright-red, orange or yellow berries.
Height: 10 – 50 feet.
Spread: 10 – 30 feet.
Light Needs: Full sun to light shade.
Soil Type: Moist and well draining; prefers acidic
soils. Regular watering required during dry spells.

Thank you to Janet Hayes who has taken over the
Welcome Desk! We also would like to thank Faye who
held this position for many years, and has moved onto
Refreshments.
Wendy and the BRAGS executive would like to also
express appreciation to all of the members who attended
the October meeting, despite the last minute change of
venue. The local construction by the City which resulted
in our usual parking lot being unavailable for September
as well, was unexpected and unfortunate. However, we
are confident that future meetings will be held in our
usual meeting room, with the usual parking available.

BRAGS Membership
Please visit Anne at the membership desk to join up –
still only $12 per year. The 2017 dues can be paid at any
time, so please plan to make your payment soon. Exact
change is appreciated! Members share various gardening
interests and enjoy monthly guest speakers, plus are
entitled to discounts of regularly priced items at
GardenWorks and other garden centres, simply by
presenting their membership cards. Monthly meetings
(excepting July & August) start at 7 pm at the Burnaby
Village Museum, - Main Building, up on the 2nd floor.
Easy to get to with ample free parking and refreshments
are served! Please join us if you are looking to join a
local garden club.
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Upcoming Meetings/Events
November 2, 2016
He’s Back! Brian Minter will present “New Trends in Gardening”.
Be sure to save the date as this is one you won’t want to miss. We
would like this event to be well attended, so encourage you to bring
your friends and neighbours, and invite anyone else you know who
may be interested.

December 7, 2016
Come join your fellow members to kick off the Christmas season by
enjoying our annual pot luck social. Please bring your favorite finger
food to share. Significant others and friends are always welcome! The
evening will start with the usual business meeting, and our AGM,
which we promise to wrap up quickly! Hope you can join us for the
last meeting of 2016.

Happy New Year! 2017!

Scheduled 2017 Meetings:
January 4, 2017
February 8, 2017
March 1, 2017

Satya Brown, Color in the Shade
Conway Lum, Winter Pruning
Ursula Easterbrook, Garden Photography

Out & About Etc…
GW Customer Appreciation Day, November 17th, 2016
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day. The
Mandeville location is all set up with their Christmas displays, - not to
be missed!

Our BRAGS Year in Pictures!
Wanted! Your Garden Pictures! Bev Glover is putting together a
presentation for our Christmas meeting. This presentation will include
pictures from our 2016 Rhodofest, and she would also like to
showcase pictures taken by YOU of your garden this year. Please
send your pictures to Bev at bglover@telus.net. She’s looking for any
pictures that other members will enjoy, - it’s time to show off how
your garden did this year…or did not! Bev mentions that ‘selfies’ are
also welcome, so if you think you don’t have any pictures for her, you
still have time to take some!

