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Bringing the Outside In at Christmas

December!
December is a fabulous month in so many different
ways! Of course there’s Christmas with all of the
festive cheer and visiting with friends and family that
happens, and a whole new year just around the
corner. There’s snow sometimes, for those that love
snow, and there’s wildlife in the garden to watch.
And as most of us have little work to do outside,
there’s more time to catch up on other things. If you
like to take outdoor pictures, December can be a
great opportunity to see the ‘bones’ of the trees
against the winter sky, and just see everything in a
different perspective. But whatever you enjoy, be
sure to get outside and take advantage of the month.
After all, soon another month will be here!

The one thing about having a garden, is that even
during the winter months, it’s easy to bring some of
the outside, inside. One of my favorite things to bring
into my home at Christmas, are cedar boughs, - in
great abundance in my own yard and elsewhere in
Burnaby. Not only do they add a festive touch to any
room, they smell delicious without being
overpowering. I like to fill a large crystal vase with
boughs, no water is necessary, and then add a few
sprigs of holly and small glass decorative balls.
Easily done and inexpensive! Visit your local dollar
store for other creative items to fancy up your
boughs. Another place for boughs is a mantle, but
care is needed to ensure they don’t dry out too much.
If so, be sure to replace them with fresh cuttings
before the needles fall off. Table arrangements are
also easily ‘arranged’, - just choose a container and
your color theme…add candles and personal touches
and voila! And of course, adding fresh flowers is
another option, or incorporating a small seasonal
plant. If you are not creative and are looking for
inspiration, try visiting your local garden centre
where you will be sure to get ideas to take home.
Take a picture to help you remember what made that
arrangement catch your eye. Visiting friends and
family over Christmas? Why not take a hand crafted
‘one of a kind’ arrangement. It’s bound to be a hit!

Club Kudos!
Congratulations to Rosemarie Daviduk who has once
again scored wins at the South Burnaby Garden Club Fall
Fair. 2 first, - scarlet runner beans and zinnias, and 6
seconds, - potatoes, annual flowers, 2 different sunflower
sizes, pole beans, and a potted herb plant.
Well done Rosemarie!

Speakers - Help Wanted!
We still need someone to take over as Speaker
Coordinator. Whoever can take over the Speaker
Program will come on board officially for 2017. This
position can be a ‘behind the scenes’ role, as most guest
speakers can be arranged by email or phone. Our
Speakers are an integral part of keeping our garden club
interesting, and also serve as a means to attract new
guests and members. Can you help?

Club Thanks!
As another year ends, we would like to say Thanks to all
the members who helped out with our meetings, our
events, and for all the extra work that goes into keeping
BRAGS alive. We wouldn’t be a club without YOU!

BRAGS Membership

If you have anything to share, stories or photos, that
you think our BRAGS members might enjoy, please
send them on!
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net

The 2017 dues are due! Please plan to make your
payment soon, or if you are new, also visit Anne at the
membership desk to join up – still only $12 per year.
Exact change is appreciated! Members share various
gardening interests and enjoy monthly guest speakers,
plus are entitled to discounts of regularly priced items at
GardenWorks and other garden centres, simply by
presenting their membership cards. Monthly meetings
(excepting July & August) start at 7 pm at the Burnaby
Village Museum, - Main Building, up on the 2nd floor.
Easy to get to with ample free parking and refreshments
are served! Please join us if you are looking to join a
local garden club.
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Upcoming Meetings/Events
December 7, 2016
Come join your fellow members to kick off the Christmas season by
enjoying our annual pot luck social. Please bring your favorite finger
food to share. Significant others and friends are always welcome! The
evening will start with the usual business meeting, and our AGM,
which we promise to wrap up quickly, and then on to the socializing
and appies. Our BRAGS Year In Pictures presented by Bev will be
part of the evening as well. Hope you can join us for the last meeting
of 2016.

Happy New Year! 2017!

Scheduled 2017 Meetings:
January 4, 2017
February 8, 2017
March 1, 2017
April 5, 2017

Satya Brown, Color in the Shade
Conway Lum, Winter Pruning
Ursula Easterbrook, Garden Photography
Nicholas Funke, Managing Fruit &
Young Trees

Out & About Etc…
GW Customer Appreciation Day, December 15th, 2016
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day. The
Mandeville location is all set up with their Christmas displays, - not to
be missed!
Art for the garden? Thanks to Rosemarie for this intriguing picture
she took at the Hawaii State Art Museum.

