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January!
2017 has arrived! And as I write this bulletin, the
North Shore Mountains are snow-covered, the skiers
are happy, and snow is again in the forecast for the
Lower Mainland. A white Christmas for us certainly
seems like a possibility!
It’s hard to think of gardening at this time of the year,
but for most of us, there are still opportunities
outside, and always a little something to do, whether it’s cleaning the birdbath, or filling feeders,
or just tidying up after a storm. If you can take
advantage of the dry periods, there’s nothing like
getting outside in the fresh air. And it does us all a
world of good!

To begin, wind a piece of string around a conical
shrub. Tie the string at the very tip of the plant, and
adjust the position until it is the shape you want.
With shears, then trim back the foliage above the
string to a point about halfway between the lines.
Cut as deep as you can to leave the stem exposed.
Finally, remove the string. Finish by cutting away
any new shoots protruding from the remaining
foliage, and round off the edges. Continue to trim
and shape as required. Good luck!

A Twist on Evergreens…
Have you ever admired an elaborate topiary and
wished you could afford to buy one? While these
creations can be expensive, you can make your own
much easier than you would think, and for a fraction
of the cost.
Ideal for containers, the goal with a topiary, is to
keep the plant looking neat and shapely. Spring is
the best time of the year to prune or trim an evergreen
into a topiary shape due to the seasonal growth that
occurs. In no time at all, your topiary will fill out and
be looking picture perfect. One of the simplest and
most pleasing to the eye, is a corkscrew shape. And
remember, potted shrubs grow less each year,
requiring minimal but more fine-tuned pruning.
So, what do you need to begin?
-

A potted dwarf evergreen shrub
String
Pruning shears
A container of your choice
Decorative river rocks

Who knows? You just may get carried away with
your creations!

November Hawaii Pictures To Share…

Red-Crested Cardinal
Living Wall, Hyatt Place, Waikiki
-Photos by Cheryl

If you have anything to share, - stories or pictures, that
you think our BRAGS members might enjoy, please send
them on! Been on a trip? Send in some photos!
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net

Last spring I inherited a large Christmas cactus, which
until November, lived on my front porch. Prior to our
recent cold snap, I brought it indoors and shortly after I
spotted the first buds! The natural changes of daylight
hours will usually trigger blooming of these cactus to
coincide with their named holiday. Keep your Christmas
Cactus at 60°-65° at night. Be sure to increase watering
and resume feeding when the flower buds appear. Enjoy!

BRAGS Membership
The 2017 dues are due! Please plan to make your
payment soon, or if you are new, also visit Anne at the
membership desk to join up – still only $12 per year.
Exact change is appreciated! Members share various
gardening interests and enjoy monthly guest speakers,
plus are entitled to discounts of regularly priced items at
GardenWorks and other garden centres, simply by
presenting their membership cards. Monthly meetings
(excepting July & August) start at 7 pm at the Burnaby
Village Museum, - Main Building, up on the 2nd floor.
Easy to get to with ample free parking and refreshments
are served! Please join us if you are looking to join a
local garden club.
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Upcoming Meetings/Events

Scheduled 2017 Meetings:
January 4, 2017
Satya Brown, Color in the Shade. Venture out to our first meeting of
the new year! It’s time to get inspired! We will also be holding our
AGM this month, due to the unforseen ‘winter weather’ cancellation
of the December meeting last month.

February 1, 2017
Conway Lum, Winter Pruning
A fixture at Mandeville Gardens in Burnaby, and well known to most
of us, this meeting with our guest Conway promises to be both
informative and entertaining. Come join us!
March 1, 2017
April 5, 2017
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Speakers - Help Wanted!
We still need someone to take over as Speaker Coordinator for 2017.
Whoever can take over the Speaker Program will organize the
speakers commencing with the month of May. This position can be a
‘behind the scenes’ role, as most guest speakers can be arranged by
email or phone. Our Speakers are an integral part of keeping our
garden club interesting, and also serve as a means to attract new guests
and members. Can you help?

Out & About Etc…
GW Customer Appreciation Day, January 19th, 2017
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day.
And a final note…
My new Westcoast Seeds catalogue just arrived! Perfect timing to
pour through the pages and be inspired! It’s always fun to pick out
something new to try, and also an excuse to plan a visit to their store
in Ladner. I planted garlic in November, which is buried under snow
right now, but I can’t wait until it comes up!

