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Happy New Year!
January Is Here!

Brrrrrr!
Well the Christmas season has come and gone, we
have said good-bye to 2017, and here we are with
another brand new year ahead. 2018!
January is perhaps the month where many of our
gardens have little happening, and as well, most of us
have little on our social calendars. For me, I find it
refreshing not to have so many busy days, and just
plan each day as it comes. On a nice day, time in the
garden is always a welcome bit of fresh air, and if
you are like me, you will always find something to
do, whether it’s cleaning a birdbath, or doing some
light trimming. Either way, get outside if you can!

Orchid World… in the Caribbean!
Located in Barbados, Orchid World claims to be the
finest Orchid collection in the Caribbean, and it very
well may be. My visit to this gem in November
certainly made me an orchid fan. Perched some 850
feet above sea level, overlooking the central part of
the island, Orchid World is home to over 5,000
orchid plants, and various tropical flowers. This
extensive collection is breathtaking due to the
spectacular location alone, but the colours and
tropical setting are so well put together, it is indeed a
paradise. Many birds and hummingbirds were
evident, but unfortunately we didn’t see the
Barbadian Green Monkeys that also live on site. If
you visit, a refreshing rum punch awaits you at the
finish of your tour, - after all, visiting a large garden
such as this one can be thirsty work! As well, an
enticing gift shop warrants a stop before you leave.
Orchid World is well worth a visit, if you happen to
find yourselves in Barbados!

Christmas Party Recap!
Our annual Christmas party, attended by approximately
25 members and guests, was an enjoyable evening and a
culinary feast. The Museum outside was spectacularly
lighted, and had us all peeking out the windows ooing
and ahhing and wishing we could see more. Heritage
Christmas is happening until January 5th, and is free to
attend. If you didn’t get the chance to visit before
Christmas, why not choose an evening for a visit? For
more information, including hours, visit their website at:
www.burnabyvillagemuseum.ca.

-
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If you have anything to share, - stories or pictures,
that you think our BRAGS members might enjoy,
please send them on! We’d love to see them!
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net
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The dues are due! Please see Anne at the next meeting to pay your
2018 dues. Exact change is appreciated. Still only $12 per year,
BRAGS members share various gardening interests and enjoy monthly
guest speakers, plus are entitled to discounts of regularly priced items
at GardenWorks and other garden centres, simply by presenting their
membership cards. Monthly meetings (excepting July & August) start
at 7 pm at the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, up on the
2nd floor. Easy to get to with ample free parking and refreshments are
served! Please join us!

Upcoming Meetings
Events/Club News
2018! Happy New Year!
January 3, 2018
Mayumi Ichino will do a demostration of “Ikebana”- Japanese flower
arranging. To quote Mayumi: Ikebana is a wonderful way to express
love and appreciation for plants and flowers through the four seasons.

February 7, 2018
Nicholas Funke, of Bartlett Tree Experts presents:
“Managing young, and fruit trees” and more…

March 7, 2018
Dianne Gaines presents:
“What’s new in summer flowering bulbs and perennials.”

April 4, 2018
“Bonsai” with Peter Brolese, a long time member of the Bonsai Society.

May 2, 2018
Pam Erickson with her newest presentation:
“The Evolution of our garden, and of course, Daylilies, Lilies, and
Hostas”. Pam will bring plants to sell.

May 6th, Sunday - Save The Date!
Rhodofest 2018!

Out & About Etc…
GW Customer Appreciation Day,
January 18, 2018
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day. Don’t
forget to visit to see what’s just around the corner for Spring. Already
the days are getting longer and brighter, and soon our gardens will be
showing signs of new growth and needing our attention. January is a
great month to plan!

Burnaby Rhododendron and Gardens Society
BRAGS President’s 2017 Year End Report
December 6, 2017

It has been my honour to serve as your
president for the fourth year. Thank you to
our Executive Committee, standing
committee members and all those who
contribute in so many ways to BRAGS. We
have had another successful year!
Special thanks to Bev Glover and Beth
McLaren for coordinating the varied and
interesting guest speakers. Keith Harris
kindly provided his garden for the summer
pot-luck picnic which was a lot of fun, as
was the September tour to the wineries and
farms organized by Beth.
Thanks to Anne Forsyth for coordinating the
annual plant sale which we held again in
conjunction with the Rhododendron Festival,
and to all of you who donated plants and
your time to make this a successful event.
Thanks to Verna Adamson for continuing to
coordinate the annual Rhodofest with the
City of Burnaby, and to Bev Glover who
stepped in to fill June Dodson’s role as
assistant to Verna. We had an outstanding
group of volunteers who worked hard on
both the RhodoFest and Plant Sale. Thank
you to everyone for your time, commitment
and dedication to this event. We made a lot
more this year than last, due to your efforts.
The funds we raised go toward our expenses,
namely guest speakers, and community
donations. This year we donated to the
Wildlife Rescue Association, the Butterfly
Garden at Burnaby Lake and the Stoney
Creek Environment Society.

Thank you to David Forsyth for his undying
commitment to our website and email
communications, Cheryl Fiddis, the tireless
editor of our interesting and informative
newsletter, Evelyn Crawford for publicity,
Keith Harris for attending the BCCGC
meetings, Faye Kilpatrick for organizing the
refreshments, Janet Hayes at welcome desk
and to all of you who contributed goodies
throughout the year. I'd also like to thank
our Treasurer, Susan Brandl, and Secretary,
Linda Cholette, for doing a great job for
many years, and for agreeing to continue in
their positions.
We are grateful to the City of Burnaby for
supporting BRAGS by providing the use of
the Discovery Room
for our monthly meetings and for the
successful partnership we have for the
Rhododendron Festival.
We will soon be into active planning for the
2018 Rhododendron Festival which will be
taking place on Sunday, May 6. Please bring
ideas and your support to our planning
committee as they work with the City to
bring Burnaby another successful Rhodofest.
Thanks again for your support. I'm looking
forward to another great year with BRAGS!
I am willing to carry on in this role for
another year, however, if anyone else would
like to take over the presidency, I would be
happy to step aside.
Respectfully Submitted
Wendy Thompson
President

