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March is Here!

More Wildlife in the Garden…
This little story appeared many years ago in a
BRAGS newsletter, but many of you may not have
heard it. So here it is again, The Tale of the Beaver.
Living in Burnaby means that we have nature
virtually at our doorstep. We have an abundance of
parks, ravines and green spaces, and the ocean shores
and river banks are never far away. I’m lucky to live
near the Fraser River, and a favorite walk is
alongside the water at Foreshore Park. No matter
what season, wildlife is there to greet you as you
tread carefully in their world.
And so this is my tale of the baby beaver.
One spring morning, my husband and I were strolling
along the pathway beside the river, when suddenly
we spied a small creature in distress, right in front of
us. We bent closely over this strange little critter, to
see if we could help. It was brown and small, eyes
closed, with funny flipper like ‘hands’. Being the
nature experts that we were, we promptly determined
the creature to be a baby beaver. After all, here we
were, at the river. Unfortunately, this little guy had
just been roughed up by an off-leash dog, and now,
here he was, on the path, dog-slobber all over him,
and not doing well at all.
We had taken critters to the Wildlife Rescue
Association in the past, and we decided they were the

ones to help the beaver. I picked him up and we
hurried back to the vehicle, and drove like mad to the
WRA. The little guy labored heavily in my hands,
and wheezed and huffed and puffed…I implored him
to hang on…one more light…almost there…hang
on…not far now…hang on…
We pulled into the parking lot.
The little guy wheezed one big wheeze and was
silent.
We looked at each other in horror. No! It couldn’t
be. We sorrowfully realized he had indeed expired,
and we headed into the WRA with the lifeless body.
We told them where we had found him, and that he
had met up with a dog. We also informed them that
we strongly suspected the creature to be a beaver, and
a baby one at that.
The two staff members glanced at us, and at each
other, and one of them took the body from me. They
disappeared ‘into the back’ to do their assessment.
Within a short time, they returned to the counter and
advised us the little guy had internal injuries and it
was not surprising that he had succumbed along the
way. Then they informed us, trying very hard to
keep their composure, that he was not a baby beaver,
but a MOLE. And an adult one at that.
As we slunk out of the building, we could hear the
giggles of laughter. A beaver?! A baby beaver?!
And when we told the neighbours our tale, neighbours who had recently had their share of lawn
troubles with ‘beavers’, and they heard that we had
driven like maniacs to save a MOLE, well, we have
never lived it down.
And so now you know the tale of the beaver, I mean,
the mole.
~ Cheryl Fiddis

If you have anything to share, - stories or pictures,
that you think our BRAGS members might enjoy,
please send them on! We’d love to see them!
Send to Cheryl Fiddis @ ecfiddis@telus.net

30th Annual Rhododendron Festival!
Sunday, May 6th, 2018!
The annual Burnaby Rhododendron Festival is
presented by the City of Burnaby in partnership with
BRAGS. The objectives are to promote the
Rhododendron, (Burnaby’s official floral symbol), to
support environmentally sensitive gardening
practices within Burnaby, and to advance the
reputation of the City of Burnaby as a city of parks,
gardens and green spaces. We also promote BRAGS
and encourage new members to join.
We need volunteers to assist with the Silent Auction
and Plant Sale. We will set up in the Shadbolt Centre
on Saturday May 5 and need all hands on deck on
Sunday. The tasks required are diverse, - distributing
posters, picking up plants, and assisting with the
Silent Auction and the Plant Sale. Any time you can
give us will be vital! Please sign up at a meeting or
contact Verna Adamson at 604-544-4006, by email at
v_adamson@shaw.ca or Bev Glover at
bglover@telus.net. Questions or Suggestions? Please
contact us!
Plants are needed for the Plant Sale. Potted cuttings,
divisions and plants can be delivered to the Shadbolt
on Saturday May 5. Please clean the pots and label
the plants if possible. Houseplants are also well
received.
Thank You!
~ Verna Adamson

March 7th is World Hyacinth Day!
Hyacinth is the common name for approximately 30
perennial flowering plants of the genus Hyacinthus
(order Liliales, family Liliaceae) of the Mediterranean
region and Africa.
An ancient Greek legend describes the origin of the
Hyacinth. Two of the gods, Apollo and Zephyr, adored
a handsome young Greek called Hyakinthos. Apollo
was teaching Hyakinthos the art of throwing a discus.
Zephyr, who was the god of the west wind, was
overwhelmed with jealousy and he blew the discus
back. It struck Hyakinthos on the head and killed him.
From his blood grew a flower, which the sun god
Apollo named after him.
The wild Hyacinth is a native of Turkey and the Middle
East, and grows along the eastern shores of the
Mediterranean. Hyacinths were grown in Europe at the
time of the Greeks and Romans, then faded from history
and did not reappear until the 16th century when they
were reintroduced into Western Europe from Turkey
and Iran.
Hyacinths have been cultivated commercially since the
second half of the 16th century, becoming very popular
in 18th and early 19th century Europe.
The bulbs are now grown commercially in the United
Kingdom and the Netherlands. In the Netherlands
Hyacinths are also grown as cut flowers.
In the Victorian language of flowers, the Hyacinth
flower symbolizes ‘sport’ or ‘play’. Blue Hyacinths
signify sincerity.
Varieties of Hyacinths
Single Hyacinths : The full heads on these classic
hyacinths look good in the garden or when forced in
pots. The Blue Giant is one of the largest singles which
has sky blue flowers with dark blue veins.
Double Hyacinths : Fluffy whorls of colorful flowers
are arranged on 10-12 inch stems. Hollyhock is an
outstanding variety that features dark pink blooms.
Multiflora Hyacinths : Each bulb produces a number
of flower stalks with loose arrangements of flowers.
These are less formal than singles and doubles.
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If you haven’t yet done so, please see Anne at the next meeting to pay
your 2018 dues. Exact change is appreciated. Still only $12 per year,
BRAGS members share various gardening interests and enjoy monthly
guest speakers, plus are entitled to discounts of regularly priced items
at GardenWorks and other garden centres, simply by presenting their
membership cards. Monthly meetings (excepting July & August) start
at 7 pm at the Burnaby Village Museum, - Main Building, up on the
2nd floor. Easy to get to with ample free parking and refreshments are
served! Please join us!

Upcoming Meetings
Events/Club News
2018!
March 7, 2018
Dianne Gaines presents:
“What’s new in summer flowering bulbs and perennials.”

April 4, 2018
“Bonsai” with Peter Brolese, a long time member of the Bonsai Society.

May 2, 2018
Pam Erickson with her newest presentation:
“The Evolution of our garden, and of course, Daylilies, Lilies, and
Hostas”. Pam will bring plants to sell.

May 6th, Sunday – Rhodofestival!
See You There!
June 6, 2018
TBA

Out & About Etc…
GW Customer Appreciation Day,
March 15, 2018
Be sure to mark the date for GardenWorks 15% savings all day. Don’t
forget to visit to see what’s new and exciting for Spring. Many
gardens are already showing signs of new growth and the early
flowering shrubs and bulbs are already evident. There is hope that
Spring is almost here!

ThanksJ! MerciJ!
On a final note, it’s time to once again give a huge thank you to our
existing executive and committee chairs who continue to hold their
positions, AND who are doing a great job! Brags wouldn’t be able to
continue without you. You all know who you are!

